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THE BALTIMORE HANGNEST 
(Icterus galbula) 


By A. A. Prestwicu (Southgate, England) 


The Baltimore Hangnest or, as it is commonly known in America, 
Baltimore Oriole is the “ State Bird ”’ of Maryland. 

It breeds from southern Canada and northern United States 
nearly to the Gulf of Mexico, and west to the Rocky Mountains : 
and winters from southern Mexico to Colombia. 

The female is readily distinguished from the male (about 7} inches 
in length) by her much smaller size; greyish-olive on the back ; 
wing-feathers with pale or white edges ; front of crown and upper 
tail-coverts yellowish-olive ; throat and centre of belly buff; breast 
dull orange ; sides, flanks, and tail greyish-olive ; under tail-coverts 
orange-yellow ; bill more slender than in male. 

The nest is pensile ; both sexes assist in the construction, but the 
main task of weaving falls to the female. A large variety of material 
is used, plant fibres, nettles, etc., and, if located near human habitation, 
string, cotton, horsehair, and sometimes even pieces of rags and paper 
are found in the nests. But whatever the material used the nest from 
the outside almost invariably appears as grey, occasionally pale straw 
coloured and even white. The inside is lined with a great assortment— 
fine grass. plant down, tree moss, cattle-hair, fur, cotton, wool, 
tow, etc. 

The typical Hangnests of the genus Jcterus number some forty species, 
of which about thirty have from time to time been imported into 
Europe (the London Zoo lists fifteen species as having been in the 
Collection). They are almost unknown to present-day aviculturists 
in Great Britain which is a very great pity as the majority are strikingly 
coloured, some sing well, and hand-reared birds become very tame 
and can be taught to whistle tunes. They are quite hardy and are not 
difficult to feed—an insectivorous mixture, sweet fruit, and a few 
mealworms and gentles, suits them well. 


Il 
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Even when available Hangnests do not appear to have been 
particularly popular with aviculturists mainly, perhaps, because it was 
difficult to obtain pairs, the more colourful males being imported in 
preference to the females. A disadvantage, too, is, as Edward Boosey 
points out in the case of the Common Hangnest Icterus icterus, ‘‘ the 
lovely brilliant orange in their plumage is inclined to fade to yellow 

. in confinement.” 

The only breeding record would seem to be Rowland Hutchinson’s 
success in New Zealand with the Black-winged Icterus geraudi, in 1933 
and 1934, in which years several young ones were reared. 


* * * 


BREEDING TEMMINCK’S TRAGOPAN 
By F. E. B. Jonnson (Bletchley, Bucks., England) 


The genus Tragopan contains five species (one divided into two sub- 
species). All are equally beautiful and full descriptions will be found 
in Delacour’s Pheasants of the World. Unfortunately, only one species, 
Temminck’s Tragopan (Tragopan temmincki), is established in captivity 
in the British Isles and this rather precariously. 

It seems to me that there are three very important factors in the 
breeding of these birds :— 


1. Large aviaries are essential. 
2. Correct feeding. 
3. Provision of shade. 


Taking these points in order :— 


1. My aviaries vary in size from 40 ft. x 15 ft. to 50 ft. x 18 ft., 
but I am much happier about the larger than the smaller. There is 
no doubt about it, the larger the better. 

2. The main meal of the adults (in the morning) consists of one 
handful per bird of a proprietary brand of turkey breeders or poultry 
breeders pellets. I usually moisten them crumbly soft with skim milk. 
** Then why not use mash instead of pellets ? ” you will say. The reason 
is that I feed all my other pheasants on dry pellets and, therefore, to 
buy a sack of mash for the tragopans alone would mean that the food 
would be stale before it was all used. Some of my tragopans will 
eat the pellets dry and even seem to prefer them that way, but others 
will not touch them unless moistened. Few pheasants seem to vary 
so much individually in their diet preferences. In the afternoon, the 
birds receive a very small quantity of wheat (which has been soaked 
for about twelve hours and then rinsed clean) and half an apple per 
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bird or some other fruit, according to the time of year. They are 
particularly fond of elderberries, blackberries, raspberries, currants, 
and snowberries (Symphorycarpus alba) among other fruits. In the spring 
and until laying has finished I give them weeds or wild plants of 
various species. They seem to prefer the following species but they 
must be tender :— 

Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale), Cleavers or Goosegrass (Galium 
aparine), Common Nettle (Urtica dioica), Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus 
ficaria), Ground Ivy (Nepeta hederacea), Sorrel (Rumex acetosa). 

It is best to give a mixed selection of these plants. 

The young are not difficult to feed. When newly hatched I offer 
them pheasant rearing or turkey starter crumbs on which has been 
sprinkled a small amount of yolk of hard boiled egg (this is probably 
not necessary, but the bright colour encourages them to eat) and 
finely chopped fresh and tender lettuce leaves. They will probably 
eat nothing but this last item for the first few days, but this is quite in 
order. As they get older they will thrive on the lettuce and proprietary 
food alone. I feed the crumbs in a moistened state (using skim milk 
to moisten them). After five or six weeks a gradual change is made to 
turkey rearing pellets and a little fruit is introduced as well as green 
food. Then at four months or so, they may be put on to the adult 
diet as above. 

3. The ideal way to provide shade is, of course, to plant the aviaries 
with ornamental shrubs of various species. These shrubs, however, 
take time to grow, but very useful cover can be obtained meanwhile 
by using the lopped tops of coniferous trees. These tops can often be 
purchased where felling is being carried on. Protection from the sun 
is more important to tragopans than shelter from cold as these birds, 
like most other pheasants, will roost outside fully exposed to the weather 
all the year round. All my birds, however, have a shed which they 
can use when they feel inclined. 

A word or two on behaviour and management. Tragopans are 
usually mated in pairs, but it is possible to mate a cock to more than 
one hen. The best way to do this is to place the hens in separate 
aviaries and to run the male alternately in each aviary. If two hens 
are run together in the same aviary there is a grave danger that the 
stronger will kill the weaker or will cause her death by preventing her 
from feeding. 

The males usually start to display in March, but many will lower 
the lappet on occasions all the year round. The full display, however, 
is not often seen except at a distance. The male, facing the female, 
raises his horns and lowers his lappet to its full extent ; at the same 
time he puffs out the feathers of the breast. He then rushes towards 
the female with wings held slightly out from the body and at the same 
time making a peculiar noise very similar to a small petrol engine 
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being started. The male also has a lateral display similar to that of 
domestic poultry and many other pheasants. He raises one shoulder 
and lowers the other to show the hen the maximum amount of side view. 

Tragopans usually prefer to lay off the ground and baskets should 
be provided, hung high up in bushes. Personally, I find this one of 
the greatest difficulties with them ; they will drop a certain number of 
eggs from the perch and these eggs are usually damaged and will 
not hatch. If one leaves the eggs in the nest the hen will go broody 
after laying only one clutch, on the other hand if a dummy or hard 
boiled fowl’s egg is substituted, the hen tragopan deserts the nest. 
It would seem, perhaps, that the only solution is to remove the egg 
very carefully and hope for the best, also providing several alternative 
nests. 

I incubate the eggs under broody fowls or bantams. It is difficult 
to say which is the best breed of poultry to use ; it seems to be more 
a matter of strain than breed, but I use Black Silkie fowls. However, 
I must confess that I have lost a number of chicks each year through 
the foster-mothers killing them when they hatch. Broody hens that 
do this should be eliminated from the strain. One solution to this 
problem as a rule, is to remove the chipped eggs from the hen and 
place them in an incubator for hatching. Hens that will kill newly 
hatched chicks will frequently take to them quite well when the chicks 
are dry. 

I use ordinary type pheasant coops and runs for the foster-mothers 
and young chicks, transferring both later to movable fold units. In my 
opinion, the most satisfactory fold unit is the type consisting of four 
wire netting covered ‘‘ hurdles”. When it is desired to move the 
young pheasants to fresh ground, three more hurdles are added to 
one side of the existing set and the birds driven through on to the 
new ground. Three of the first four hurdles can then be used for the 
next move. 

Tragopans, although perhaps not quite so easy to keep and breed 
as many other species of pheasants, are highly desirable subjects for 
aviculture. They quickly become very tame and confiding and few 
birds are more beautiful. Every effort should be made to establish 
all the species in captivity and thus preserve them for posterity as, 
like so many other species of birds and pheasants in particular, their 
existence in the wild is severely threatened. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON BLUE-BREASTED WAXBILLS 
By DEREK Goopwin (London, England) 
INTRODUCTION 


I must commence by admitting that, as I have only kept this most 
delightful species for about a year, this article will not be anything 
more than a very tentative and preliminary sketch of its behaviour. 
Nevertheless this will, I hope and think, be of some use as a framework, 
however rough and shaky, on which others may build up further 
observations. It is particularly desirable that those in this country 
who have stocks of these charming birds should endeavour to perpetuate 
them in captivity and that those with opportunities for studying this 
bird in its wild state should do so. If as a result of reading this article, 
some aviculturist endeavours to perpetuate the stock of Blue Waxbills 
already in captivity in England or some overseas reader adds to, 
confirms, or contradicts my findings by study of wild Blue-breasts it 
will not have been written in vain. 

The Blue-breasted Waxbill (Uraeginthus angolensis) is also known as 
the Blue Waxbill and Cordon Bleu. This is muddling for the British 
aviculturist ; since bird dealers in Britain give the latter name only to 
Uraeginthus bengalus which is called the Red-cheeked Cordon Bleu in 
most books on African birds. These two replace one another in different 
parts of Africa south of the Sahara. Some authorities (Delacour, 1943) 
consider they are forms of the same species, others (Chapin, 1954) 
hold a contrary opinion, as did one of our former members who kept 
both species and said that their songs and displays differed (Phillipps, 
1903). Since I have not kept the (Red-cheeked) Cordon Bleu, which 
would appear from most accounts to be much more delicate and 
difficult to keep and breed than is the Blue-breast, I do not feel fully 
qualified to offer an opinion as to whether they are conspecific or not. 

The Blue-breast is a medium-sized waxbill, of rather slender build. 
The male has the face, breast, most of the under-parts and the rump 
a delicate, but bright, blue. The tail is darker, greenish-blue and the 
upper parts soft brown. The central area of the under-parts is pale 
fawn. The female is blue only on face, upper breast and rump, 
although some females have a trace of blue on the flanks also.! 
Juveniles resemble the adult female but have no trace of blue on the 
flanks ; their bills are nearly all black and shorter and more curved 
than the pinkish-grey dark-tipped bills of the adults. These short bills 
give the young birds a very chubby-headed, bullfinch-like appearance. 


1] find, on examining skins in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.) that this is true 
only of Angolan specimens. Further south and west in Africa most hen Blue-breasts 
have a considerable amount of blue on the flanks. 
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There is a good deal of minor variation between individuals and the 
blue of the same bird will look now pale azure, now deep cornflower- 
blue according to the angle of the light. 





Blue-breasted (upper) and Golden-breasted Waxbill (lower) in typical postures when 
on the ground. 


INDIVIDUALS STUDIED AND THEIR CONDITIONS 


The birds are housed in a small room about 6 ft. by 6 ft. by 7 ft. high, 
which is very well lit by two windows and has electric light. The 
windows are covered with lace curtains ; holes were cut in these so 
that the birds can get through into the full sun on the windows’ edge. 
This the Diamond Doves (Geopelia cuneata) kept in the same room 
constantly do, but I have never seen the Blue-breasts, or the Golden- 
breasted Waxbills (Estrilda subflava) and Avadavats (Amandava amandava) 
kept with them, doso. One of the window sashes (the windows face south 
and south-east) is open for a depth of eight inches at the top. During 
the winter two thicknesses of towelling were tacked over this opening 
and a small oil lamp kept burning in the room. This did not keep the 
room very warm but, although a lot of cold air got in, the London 
smog was largely kept out and the birds appeared to thrive. The 
lamp was removed at the end of March and the towelling taken from 
across the open part of the window in April. I cut a letter-box sized 
*¢ Judas-hole ”’ in the door of the room so that I could sit outside and 
watch the birds without alarming them. During the winter months the 
electric light in the room was put on each morning at times between 
3 and 6 a.m., and left on till 8 a.m., in order to give the birds a “‘ day ” 
of not less than about 12 hours. In summer the light was put on from 
6 till 8 a.m. on five days a week and from 6 till 10 a.m. on Sundays 
and Mondays if the weather was dull. 
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Four Blue-breasted Waxbills—two cocks and two hens—were 
purchased together with four Golden-breasted Waxbills and two 
Diamond Doves, from Mr. Trevor Crewes in the autumn of 1958. 
Within a week or two the Blue-breasts started nesting, but many 
clutches failed to hatch and others that did so did not survive. In 
March two more Blue-breasts—a cock and a hen—were obtained. 
Early in May one pair hatched young and reared them until about 
twelve days old, when they died. Next day their parents, who were 
re-nesting, wedged themselves in a crevice the existence of which I 
had been unaware) between two window sashes and were dead before 
I discovered their plight. The remaining cock of the original four was 
then caught and ringed “‘ Double Green ”’ and it became possible to 
be quite certain which bird I was looking at, since the two hens differed 
in colour, one being much darker in both the blue and the brown areas 
than the other. 

Double Green and his mate “‘ Dark Hen ”’ hatched young in early 
June. Unfortunately I had no maggots on hand and although I went 
next day into the country and collected supplies of fresh ant pupae 
I was too late. The nest contained four young, each dead, with its 
crop full of millet. Their mother seemed to take her loss somewhat 
more to heart than birds usually do ; at any rate she did not immedi- 
ately come into breeding condition again. Her mate did so, however, 
and soon succumbed to the advances of “‘ Light Hen” who had for 
some time been enamoured of him to the exclusion of the other, as yet 
unpaired, cock. Light Hen’s tactics did not stop at blandishments 
for her beloved. As soon as she realized she was finding favour in his 
eyes she attacked his former mate whenever the latter attempted to 
approach him. Even months afterwards she had not lost her dislike 
of her erstwhile rival and often dashed angrily at her for no apparent 
reason and still more often “‘ cursed ” her with angry “ Tchick-tchick ” 
notes. 

Light Hen and Double Green were soon incubating. They hatched 
five young of which one died when nearly fledged, but the other four 
were successfully reared. These are two cocks—Red Left and Double 
Blue—and two hens—Double Red and Double Yellow—all named, 
of course, according to their identification rings. At the time of writing 
(25th October, 1959) these four have recently acquired adult plumage 
(they were hatched in July) and have beeen showing a good deal of 
sexual behaviour for some time. As soon as she heard the begging 
calls of these young in the nest, Dark Hen showed great interest and 
was constantly trying to get in to feed them. This she did on at least 
one occasion but usually when she attempted to do so she was seen and 
driven off by their mother. She did not, however, show any interest 
in them after they fledged. She appeared to be paired to the Ringless 
Cock at this time but they did not nest. 
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Double Green and Light Hen went to nest again. This time three 
of the five eggs were clear (I suspect the young birds may have inter- 
fered with copulation ceremonies and been the cause of this) but two 
very fine young ones were reared, which fledged in mid-September. 
These were ringed Blue Left and Blue Right and are, I think, a cock 
and a hen. 

Their mother Light Hen died when these young were only about a 
week old. I discovered this when the young were about eight days old, 
through seeing Dark Hen twice go into the nest and feed the young 
without interferences ; a search soon revealing the dead and decom- 
posing body of Light Hen in a concealed corner. Dark Hen continued 
to feed, but not to brood, these young. As soon as they fledged she 
completely (but only temporarily !) deserted her new mate Ringless 
in favour of her first love and the father of her foster-children Double 
Green, with whom she soon went to nest. Once incubation commenced 
she spent much of her off-duty periods in friendly dalliance with 
Ringless. This did not go unperceived or unresented by her mate. 
He would not leave his precious eggs in the sacred cause of mono- 
gamous morality but as soon as Dark Hen took over incubation he 
would often fly straight at Ringless and attack him. 

If this were a novel, at anyrate if it were an old-time novel, one would 
doubtless record that with the hatching of the young their mother 
gave up seeing her boy friend on the quiet and devoted her time to 
wifely and parental duties. So indeed she did, but only for about a 
week. Then, from having repulsed them, she became more and more 
inclined to respond favourably to Ringless’ blandishments. As the 
young grew their father became ever more concerned with them 
and ever less inclined to pick fights, which he was by no means certain 
to win, with Ringless. The position at the moment is (time of writing 
this, 26th October) that Dark Hen has for all practical purposes 
deserted Double Green for Ringless, with whom she is nesting. She 
still, however, feeds her young and is occasionally sufficiently gracious 
to their father to indulge in mutual preening with him. However we 
need spare no tears for Double Green, I think. At the moment he is 
really far more enamoured of his young than of his faithless mate ; 
and by the time Ringless is busy with paternal cares Double Green 
will probably be in condition to turn the tables on him ! 


FEEDING 


Pannicum millet, canary seed and maw seed are given ad lib spread 
on a clean newspaper on the floor. A dish full of live maggots (the 
larvae of the bluebottle fly that is sold at most fishing tackle shops), a 
little clean bird sand and some crushed baked egg-shells are also always 
before the birds. Fresh garden earth with sprouting millet and/or 
grass, maw and canary seed is given daily when possible (in winter not 
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always possible) together with any seeding grasses available, both green 
and ripe. Any shoots of garden plants seen to be infested with green- 
fly are picked and given to the birds and if I see any large plant that 
looks well populated with invertebrate life I pull it up or pluck it and 
put in their room for the birds to search over. 

Once a week I give the birds seed treated with halibut oil. About 
four or five good drops to a couple of handfuls of millet, well rubbed 
in. I remove all other seed at first light before giving this and carefully 
clear up any of the oiled seed left either that evening (in summer) or 
first thing (before the birds have had a chance to feed) next morning. 
Having read some frightening accounts of the allegedly evil effects of 
fish oils on young birds’ metabolism, I discontinued the oiled seeds 
during the rearing of the first brood. The young after fledging seemed 
rather listless and one was weak on its legs. For a week there was no 
improvement. I then gave some oil-treated seed and within twenty- 
four hours all four young were as sleek and lively as one could have 
wished. That the diet and not any maturation was responsible was 
shown by the second brood which, reared on a “‘ halibut oil (for the 
parents) once weekly regime ”’, showed no such listlessness on first 
fledging as their elder brethren had. 

Of the staple seeds the Blue-breasts take mostly millet, though some 
canary and, I think, some maw seed is also eaten. They are very keen 
on sprouting seeds growing in earth, less so if they have been sprouted 
by soaking. They eat the growing tip of grass, millet and other seedlings 
and will often eat whole young blades or stems of grass, chewing them 
in the bill and then swallowing them down entire. They like to peck 
over fresh earth and appear to eat many minute objects they find among 
it. They eat both green and ripe seeds of rye and other grasses but are 
less fond of the small seeds of various meadow grasses than are the 
Zebra Waxbills. They are exceedingly fond of the seeds, in apparently 
any stage of greenness or ripeness, of the knot-grass (Polygonum 
aviculare) which is such a favourite food of House Sparrows and feral 
pigeons. When knot-grass was first thrown in the Blue-breasts at once 
went and ate the seeds of it in a manner that suggested that they had an 
innate recognition of such plants. Perhaps some related species grows 
in Africa and is largely fed on by them in the wild? Except when 
rearing young they take few maggots, but I think each bird takes one 
or two a day at least and that they would not do so well if kept on 
vegetable food alone. If through some accident they have been deprived 
of maggots for several days they fly at once to the maggot dish when 
it is put in. Greenfly and green caterpillars are eagerly taken. Wood- 
lice, whiteworms, mealworms (these tried only once), cooked egg, 
milk sop and insectile food are ignored. Fresh live ant pupae, ant 
larvae and the winged male and queen ants, but not the workers (the 
small red and black species of ants, I have not risked giving them. the 
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large Wood Ant) are eagerly taken. They eat a considerable amount of 
crushed eggshell, as do the Golden-breasted Waxbills and the Avadavats 
that are housed with them. Kilpatrick’s Pigeon Minerals are given 
every few days at least, but I have not actually seen the waxbills eat 
them as the Diamond Doves eagerly do when nesting or rearing young. 
Water for drinking and bathing is available always to the birds. 


Some Aspects OF BEHAVIOUR 
Feeding Behaviour 


The behaviour of my Blue-breasts suggests that the species is 
primarily a ground feeder in the wild. Like the firefinches (Harrison, 
1956) but unlike the typical waxbills (Kunkel, 1959) it does not hold 
down food such as seeding grass or millet heads beneath its foot. When 
taking seeds from a seed-head or when trying to disentangle a piece 
of grass or other material that it wishes to build with, it will often 
seize it in the bill and then take a forceful jump backwards and up- 
wards. Maggots are often, and largish caterpillars usually, beaten on 
the ground or perch, as well as dealt with by nibbling, biting and 
mumbling through the bill. The Avadavat never appears to beat 
large insects on the ground in this manner. Birds seeking insects 
examine in particular any plants in the room and also any seams or 
crevices in woodwork, the walls or the curtains. At such times they 
often take quick stabbing pecks at or into the small holes in the lace 
curtains, jumping backwards immediately after ; and also often take 
sudden upward flights of two or three feet and then drop back to their 
original place on the floor or window ledge. Observation in the wild 
might show the true significance of these habits which probably are 
part of the innate insect-catching behaviour. 


Escape Reactions 


The conditions my Blue-breasts are kept under are far from good 
for observing this aspect of behaviour. The usual reaction to an alarm, 
such as the giving of the Alarm Rattle by one bird or the distress call 
of a Diamond Dove, is for the others, if on the floor or window ledge, 
to fly quickly up into the branches. Not only do they react to the 
distress call of the Diamond Dove (which is quite unlike any call of 
the Blue-breast) but they distinguish perfectly whether the dove is 
calling in genuine alarm or merely in petulance at some purely domestic 
frustration. They take no heed whatsoever in the latter case. Whether 
this reacting to a dove’s call is due to recognition of the subtle quality 
of alarm that pervades all ‘‘ alarm notes ”’ at high intensity, or to the 
birds having learnt in their wild state to respond to the homologous 
(and doubtless similar) call of some African dove I cannot, of course, 
say. 
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Kunkel found that any long-tailed birds flying near them elicited 
panic in all the estrildines kept by him. My Blue-breasts at first 
showed strong fear reactions to the Diamond Doves, taking wing 
in fright if the latter flew anywhere near or above them and being 
afraid to approach their nests if a dove was within a foot of it. 
Gradually, however, this fear waned and within about two months 
the Blue-breasts only took wing if a dove suddenly flew very near or 
immediately above them, and then showed no signs of serious fear. 
They would feed quite calmly within an inch of a feeding dove and 
did not show alarm at one near their nest unless it was actually 
perching on the nest or right in front of the nest entrance. This is still 
the situation between the two species. None of the young Blue-breasts 
bred in the room has shown such fear of the doves as their parents 
manifested in their first weeks with them. 

On three occasions I have seen Double Green “ freeze”? in a 
horizontal posture with head and neck held low and tail somewhat 
raised. Once this was done in response to the alarm calls of a Diamond 
Dove and/or a crow flying outside (which had caused the dove to 
cry out) and twice as a response to my suddenly entering the room. 
All three times were when Double Green was just outside the entrance 
to his nest with nesting-material in his bill, which latter he continued 
to hold for the two or three minutes that he remained motionless. 
Presumably “ freezing ’’ is more easily elicited in the immediate 
vicinity of the nest for I have never seen it on any of the other occasions 
(about four to ten times daily) when I have entered the room. Doubt- 
less in the wild it is a response given to the sight of some dangerous 
** hawk ” on the wing. 

The Blue-breasts are much more tame and “ sensible”? than the 
Golden-breasted Waxbills and Avadavats kept with them. But this is 
no doubt because the conditions are more compatible with their innate 
behaviour patterns, as a bush and tree-haunting species. For a bird 
that normally responds to an alarm by flying into the nearest bush it is 
obviously less difficult to feel secure on a high branch, while a man 
potters about cleaning the floor, than for a species whose instincts urge 
it to fly a distance and then drop again into the reeds or grass. 


Bill-fencing 

Like other estrildines Blue-breasts frequently “ fight’ by pecking 
at each others’ bills. Usually they appear just to stab with the closed 
bill at the bill-tip of the other bird. This sort of fighting is shown 
between birds that are fairly evenly matched or, and more particularly, 
in a disagreement between mates or other individuals that are normally 
** friendly ” to each other. Bill-fencing seldom leads to (but sometimes 
follows after) more serious fighting ; usually one or both birds will 
break off the dispute by hopping or flying away or, and more often, 
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go over into Mandibulation or Mutual preening (q.v.). Bill-fencing 
thus seems to occur when there is already some inhibition of aggressive 
tendencies and could be considered either as a substitute for fighting 
or as a very harmless form of it. 


Manadtbulation 


A rapid opening and shutting of the mandibles is shown in many 
forms of excitement. It seems linked with inhibited (? or sublimated) 
aggressive tendencies. It is often shown after Bill-fencing and then 
commonly indicates that yet more appeasing behaviour, such as 
snuggling up to the other bird or offering the head for preening is 
going to follow. It may accompany Nest-calling or the Submissive 
Courtship display, and I have seen it performed with great vehemence 
in the intervals of “‘ cursing ’”’ an enemy with the “ tchek ”’ notes. 


Mutual preening or caressing 


Mutual preening, in which one bird preens the head (and much less 
often other parts of the body also) of its partner, is widespread in 
estrildines (Kunkel, 1959; Moynihan and Hall, 1954; Morris, 1958) as 
well as in some other passerines and in pigeons, parrots, some rails and 
some corvines. In the Blue Waxbill paired birds preen each other and 
their fledged young (less often) and unpaired birds, particularly young 
or adolescent birds of the same brood, may also preen each other. I 
have seen, on many occasions, an unpaired male Blue-breast preen a 
male Golden-breasted Waxbill’s head, but never vice versa. 

Most observers seem to regard this mutual preening as simply a 
piece of friendly social behaviour that has obvious use ; since the areas 
preened most are those the bird cannot reach with its own bill. I 
think, however, that, as in pigeons (see Goodwin, 1956) the preening 
of the partner’s head involves sublimated aggressive tendencies on the 
part of the preener and of submissiveness on the part of the 
preenee. Often, especially where mates are involved, there appears 
to be no overt aggression or hostility between the partners ; they show 
every sign of gentleness and affection and in one bout of mutual 
preening the roles may be frequently changed. At other times, however, 
there is clearly overt hostility involved. Then one may see a bird preen 
the offered head in the same sort of rough, angry manner which one 
sees an ill-tempered woman use when combing an obstreperous child’s 
hair ; or a bird offer its head to be preened with the same sort of 
grudging ill grace as is shown by a still embittered man or woman 
permitting themselves to be kissed after a quarrel. A bird may offer its 
head for preening, in an obviously appeasing manner, in response to 
actual (though seldom to vigorous !) attack, if the attack has been 
made by one to whom he or she is sexually attracted. Apparently 
similar behaviour would seem to occur in the Spice Finch (Moynihan 
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and Hall, 1954) and it doubtless does in other estrildines too. In the 
few cases I have seen of mutual preening in estrildines where there was 
marked physical inequality between the partners ; such as in the case 
of a larger species and a smaller one or a healthy individual and a sick 
one; I have only seen the physically stronger bird preening the 
weaker. Kunkel, however, records a sick Avadavat preening a (pre- 
sumably healthy) Scaly-crowned Weaver. 

I observed one piece of behaviour of a male Golden-breasted Wax- 
bill that strongly suggested a link between the desire for being preened 
and feelings of physical (? and psychological) weakness. During a 
period of about a fortnight in the spring of 1958 the two male Gold- 
breasts had frequent fights and chases in which one usually came off 
worse. Immediately after one of these encounters the loser—but 
never the winner—would often seek out the unpaired male Blue- 
breasted Waxbill, sidle up alongside it and offer its head to be preened. 
When inviting head-preening, or submitting to it with a good grace, 
a waxbill erects the head feathers and either lowers its head or tilts 
it towards the partner, with the bill usually pointing away from the 
other bird. It may, however, and if the other bird has taken the 
initiative it usually does, draw the head back or away from its mate, 
though still erecting the head feathers if it intends to submit at all. 





3 Blue-breasted Waxbill in Wing-fluttering Display. 


The Submissive Courtship or Wing-fluttering Display 


In this display the bird adopts a horizontal posture, somewhat 
raises the feathers on its mantle, offers its lowered head as if for preening 
and violently flutters its partly opened wings (see sketch). If, as is 
usually the case, the display is performed while perched beside the 
bird evoking it, the head is often twisted slightly away from (but 
looking up with one eye at) the bird displayed to. Less often the head 
may be inclined towards the other bird. The action of the wings 
suggests the fluttering movement many passerines (but not the wax- 
bills !) make when food-begging or the wing-fluttering of a Willow 
Warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus) mobbing a Cuckoo. The tail is not 
quivered and is not usually moved in any particular way, although it 
is sometimes twisted away from the bird displayed at. During the 
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display the performer mandibulates (q.v.) either constantly or very 
frequently. Every intergradation may be shown (and by the same 
individual within half an hour) between intense versions of the display, 
as above described, and very low intensity variants in which there is 
no appreciable movement of the wings or erection of the mantle 
feathers. In fact all stages between the full display and a simple 
offering of the lowered head for preening occur. 

This display appears to be an appeasing or submissive form of 
courtship. I have seen it constantly, often at very high intensity, given, 
in the past two weeks (date of writing 25th October) by the young 
male Double Blue to his sister Double Red. Also, at lower intensities 
only, from Red Left to Double Yellow and from Ringless to the Dark 
Hen. When giving this display the male follows his beloved about, 
constantly sidling up to her or, less often, perching just in front of her 
and giving this display. The human watcher has an impression (pro- 
bably quite well justified) of imploring self-surrender or even self- 
abasement. As is the case with some other, and allegedly more 
rational, bipeds the lover’s humility towards the object of his infatua- 
tion seems correlated with an increased intolerance towards less 
favoured individuals. Double Blue would frequently break off in the 
middle of his submissive displaying to Double Red in order to make a 
sudden, and usually unprovoked, attack on one of the other cocks ; 
and having thus relieved his feelings return to his fiancée and humble 
himself with renewed zeal. With the possible exception of the first 
three days in which he was giving this display Double Blue’s behaviour 
towards Double Red was not always submissive. Often only a few 
minutes before or after giving the Wing-fluttering Display (but never 
immediately after) he would approach her in the self-assertive Tail- 
twist posture and sometimes bestow a domineering peck as he did so. 


The Tail-twist Posture 


In this the bird adopts an upright posture with crown feathers 
sleeked so as to give its head a very triangular appearance (see sketch) 
and as it hops up to the object eliciting the display it twists } its tail 
towards it. In a particularly vigorous version the displaying bird may 
bump into its partner and deliver a peck (which gives the impression 
of being a symbolic and “ punch-pulled ”’ peck) at its head. Some- 
times, especially if both are on the ground, the displaying bird may hop 
around the other in this posture as do the Orange-cheeked and Red- 
eared Waxbills (Kunkel, 1959). Often the bird displayed to will reply 
in kind. Whether it does or not mutual bill-fencing and mandibulating 
often follow. 


1] mean the entire tail is held at an angle with the body, not, of course, that the 
actual tail feathers are twisted. 
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Self-assertive display of Blue-breasted Waxbill. Bird being displayed to as (presumed 

to be) on far side. Head of displaying bird is parallel to its body or turned towards 

the other a little, but not drawn so here because I wished to show position of head 
feathers clearly. 


Both sexes use this display frequently, but males perhaps rather 
more often than females. It is usually given towards the bird’s mate or 
to some individual in whom it is showing obvious sexual interest. The 
bird giving this display appears to be in a bold and self-assertive 
mood and it may, as Kunkel says is the case in the typical waxbills, 
be motivated by conflict between sexual and aggressive tendencies. 
The sexual elements would appear to predominate. If given towards 
another of the same sex the Tail-twisting Display may “ spark off” 
a brief fight between the two. I have not, however, seen it used, as 
Kunkel says it is by the typical waxbills, to drive away strange females 
from the nest-site. 


The Stem Display 


This is very similar to that of the Common and Bar-breasted 
Firefinches (Harrison, 1956) and the Red-eared Waxbill (Kunkel, 
1959). The male seizes a piece of potential nesting material, preferably 
a long stem of grass, and perches in front of or, and more usually, 
alongside the hen. He then, with feathers of head sleeked down, those 
of the flanks somewhat puffed out (see sketch) and his blue tail twisted 
towards the female, bounces up and down with an alternate straighten- 
ing and lengthening of the legs. He sings and holds his stem during 
the display. The display may culminate in an attempt at copulation, 
but much more often it does not and if it does the female is not (or at 
least was not on the occasions I observed) fully co-operative. Although 
this display as given by adults is usually very stereotyped all sorts of 
abortive and amateurish-looking low-intensity versions of it were 
given by the adolescent males Double Blue, Blue Left and Red Left. 
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Stem-display of ¢ Blue-breasted Waxbill as seen from side, and from above (stem 
omitted from drawing). In each case 9 displayed to is presumed to be to left of g. 


Copulation 


The males may attempt to copulate after giving the Stem Display 
without any obvious solicitation by the hen, but this seems unusual. 
Successful copulations are most often initiated by the female. She 
solicits by assuming a horizontal posture with tail somewhat raised and 
quivering her tail. The extent to which the tail is raised and the 
vehemence with which it is quivered vary according to the intensity 
of the display. It is greatest if the female is very eager and her mate 
indifferent. The male responds by approaching his mate. They then 
often fence bills (q.v.) for a moment, then the male pecks at the female’s 
head and nape, briefly at her back and then repeatedly and vigorously 
at her rump and cloacal region. He then mounts and copulates in the 
usual manner with fluttering wings but taking rather longer about it 
than most passerine birds do. Probably, however, this is the usual 
time for estrildines since the male Avadavat is almost as long. The 
pecking of the female’s rump and cloaca looks quite savage but I 
suspect that the male “ pulls his punches”. At all events the female 
does not appear hurt and responds to the pecks with more intense 
soliciting and consequent fuller exposure of her cloaca to the male. 
This is very different to what obtains in the House Sparrow where 
cloaca-pecking is not directly linked with copulation and is intensely 
feared by the female who responds to it with fierce attempts to defend 
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Q Blue-breasted Waxbill soliciting copulation (high intensity). 


herself or frantic flights to escape. That there is an element of domi- 
nance involved in the sexual pecking of Blue-breasts is, however, 
suggested by the fact that I once saw the young female Double Red 
peck at the male Double Blue’s rump and cloacal regions while he was 
giving the Submissive Courtship display to her. 

When I only had adult birds in the room I never saw Blue-breasts 
interfere with copulating pairs, in great contrast to the behaviour of 
the Gold-breasts. Every attempted copulation of either pair of Gold- 
breasts that I witnessed was frustrated by the other cock attacking the 
mounted male. In recent weeks (since mid-September), however, I 
have noticed that on most occasions when a Blue-breast Waxbill 
started to give the Stem Display some or all of the young Blue-breasts 
in the room would show great interest and fly to the displaying bird. 
They did not attack, or show any signs of anger, but their crowding 
close around always caused the female being displayed to, to move or 
the male to stop displaying. I twice saw similar behaviour by these 
young birds as a response to the pre-copulating pecking of a female by 
a male. On the other hand two attempted copulations, without any 
of the ‘‘ normal” pre-copulatory behaviour, on the part of one of the 
young males (Blue Left) were not interfered with. This behaviour 
seems very similar to that shown by Spice Finches (Moynihan and 
Hall, 1954) towards a displaying male. 


Nest-calling 


This is indulged in by both sexes. The bird finds some potential 
nest-site among the branches or elsewhere and gives the begging note 
(q.v.) whilst making head movements that I at first thought to be 
intention-movements of building, but which may be adult versions of 
the head movements used by begging juveniles. Unfortunately the 
nest-calling bird is usually partly obscured by twigs, or inside a basket, 
so it is difficult to be certain on this point. Once nest construction 
has started the bird often appears to actually build while nest-calling, 
but the difficulty of a clear view of what is happening is then accentu- 
ated. The function appears to be to attract the mate’s attention to a 


12 








162 D. GOODWIN—OBSERVATIONS ON BLUE-BREASTED WAXBILLS 


potential nest-site, but possibly it also serves to cement the pair-bond 
and this may, in the wild, be a more important function as is said 
(Morris, 1958) to be the case with an apparently homologous display 


of the Zebra Finch. 
Building and Incubation 


Both sexes build and incubate. In building the cock seems to do 
rather more work, at least in the earlier stages, than the hen. Most 





3 Blue-breasted Waxbill in difficulty with a Turkey feather. 


of the nesting material is found and carried to the nest site by the cock. 
I have only seen a hen carrying grass on one or two occasions and 
although both sexes take feathers to line the nest, even here the cock 
is more zealous than the hen, or so it has been with the few birds I 
have studied. As with many other estrildines the birds always hold 
the grass or feather by its rigid end if at all possible. So held long grass 
stems trail beneath the bird without impeding its flight, which is no 
doubt the reason for this habit. Unlike most passerines, which cease 
work on the nest as soon as an egg is laid, the Blue-breast continues to 
carry in feathers for the lining not only during incubation but through- 
out the rearing period, even to within a day or two of the fledging of 
the young. The same is true of the Avadavat. 

I have not timed the incubation periods of my Blue-breasts. By day 
the sexes seem to spend about the same amount of time incubating, 
but at night the female incubates alone. I have never seen the male 
feed the hen either on the nest or off it and in spite of a graphic but 
uncircumstantial account of the cock Blue-breast’s alleged solicitude 
in this matter, that has appeared in print, I do not think that it 
occurs in this any more than in other estrildines. 

The adult shows great caution when about to enter the nest to 
incubate, brood or feed young. It glances round to all sides and peers 
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cautiously into the nest-entrance before so-doing. The function of this 
would seem to be the protection of the adult, either from a snake or 
some other enemy that might have got into the nest in its absence, 
or from being surprised whilst inside the nest from some enemy that 
might be lurking near. However, this is mere speculation and what is 
needed is study of the species in the wild to elucidate such points of 
its behaviour. 

Although my Blue Waxbills are not very tame they usually sit very 
tight (so do the Avadavats which are much less tame than the Blue- 
breasts). Shining a torch into the nest, or even tapping or gently 
shaking it seldom induces the parent to leave. If, however, a finger or 
pencil is inserted the adult at once flees, even though to do so it has to 
scramble past or over the intruding object. One would have thought 
this would, in a wild state, result in its being caught by the predator 
and would rather expect some fearsome “ threat display” as a last 
resource, such as the hissing and/or “‘ exploding” of the Great Tit 
(Parus major) and many other birds (see Sibley, 1955). Possibly, how- 
ever, the “‘ sitting tight ” of my captive Blue-breasts is an artifact of 
captivity that has reference specifically to myself. Certainly, whereas 
(whatever bird-ringers may say to the contrary) wild birds, of various 
species, commonly desert if they are ‘‘ trapped in the nest” by a 
human, my Blue-breasts return again to the nest within a few minutes. 


Parental Care 


Both sexes brood and feed the young. All food is first swallowed and 
then regurgitated into the mouth of the young one. Both sexes are 
equally zealous in feeding young while still callow, but in the later 
nestling stages I had the impression that the cock did rather more 
feeding than the hen. Neither of my captive hens that reared young 
were seen to feed them after they left the nest. The male (Double 
Green) continued to do so until the young birds’ tails were fully grown, 
although by that time they had been feeding themselves quite com- 
petently for about a week and the male had been incubating a further 
clutch of eggs. This was in marked contrast to a brood of Avadavats 
in the same room. The hen Avadavat was just as solicitous in feeding 
her fledged young as was their father. 

The behaviour of the parent Blue-breasts shows immediately when 
eggs have hatched. As soon as the brooding parent is relieved by its 
mate, it flies at once to the maggot dish or, if no maggots are to hand, 
commences a frantic search for insects. Any plants placed in the room 
are immediately searched for greenfly or other edible insects. From the 
behaviour and food consumption of the parents it was evident that they 
fed the young principally, if not entirely, on maggots and other insects 
for about the first eight or ten days, After this their consumption of 
maggots decreased and they evidently fed the young largely on seeds 
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3d Blue-breasted Waxbill feeding fledgling. 


and other vegetable food. When the young started to feed themselves 
they were at first entirely vegetarian and were not seen to take maggots 
(which were always available to them) until some weeks after they 
had become independent of their parents. How accurately this 
reflects feeding habits in the wild it would be of interest to learn. In 
all essentials the feeding behaviour of young Avadavats in captivity 
seems closely parallel, which suggests a natural feeding choice pattern 
rather than an artifact of captive conditions. The young, like those of 
most estrildines, beg with head held low and twisted sideways and 
without any fluttering of the wings. 


VOICE 


The Blue-breast has a variety of call-notes that appear to express 
different moods and to serve different functions. As attempts to convey 
the sound of birds’ calls in words must always be inadequate and 
subjective, I have deemed it best to name calls according to what 
I believe to be their function. Although the calls here listed are distinct 
enough in “ pure”? form, and when given at fairly high intensity, 
most of them intergrade. As the bird’s mood changes so it may, and 
commonly does, give vent to almost any intermediate between any 
two calls. In discussing calls I have, as is usual, used the term “ func- 
tion ” for the (presumed) reasons that the call is useful in the sense of 
having survival value, for the individual or its species ; and “‘ motiva- 
tion ’’ for the (presumed) mood of the bird that prompts it to cry out. 
But I do not thereby imply that the ability to give vent to feelings by 
calling out is not in itself functional so far as the individual may there- 
by be enabled to relieve tension. 


The Flying Call 

A sharp, sibilant but not very loud “ Tsit-tsit-tsit ’ or ‘‘ Zip-Zip ” 
is frequently uttered by birds that are restless. They give it particularly 
and with much vehemence just before and after taking wing. Not if 
they just fly from one branch to another but when from their restless- 
ness, or as a result of some alarm (such as myself cleaning their room) 
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it seems probable that if they were free they would fly some distance. 
The motivation seems to be that the calling bird is in a “ flying- 
away ” or “ continuing to fly’ mood. It probably functions in a wild 
state to inform the mate or companions that the bird is going to fly, 
to arouse a like mood in them and thus stimulate them to fly after 
the calling bird ; possibly also to maintain contact while in flight. 


The Contact Call 

A loud, clear “‘ Tseep-tseep !”’ or “‘ Sweet-sweet !”’ with, to my 
ears, a somewhat interrogative tone. Undoubtedly this is the call 
described by McLachlan and Liversidge (1957) as “‘ an urgent sounding 
‘ weety-weet ’ or ‘ weet-weet’”’. It is said by these authors to be the 
Blue-breast’s “‘ usual call”’. I suspect, however, that this is only true 
in so far as it is one that, from its nature, is probably most often heard 
from birds being closely observed by Man. It is given under conditions 
of mild alarm or uneasiness ; especially when the bird begins to recover 
confidence after being seriously frightened. My birds, or some of 
them, give it frequently when I move about in their room ; if some 
sudden, loud and unusual noise (they ignore noises they are used to) is 
made elsewhere in the house it is almost always followed by loud 
Contact Calls from one or more of the Blue-breasts. If I catch a 
Blue-breast and release it in some other room in the house it begins to 
give the Contact Call as soon as it recovers from its first fright at being 
handled and the strange environment. Once started it continues to 
call loudly and almost incessantly ; this arouses a similar mood in the 
others (or some of them) and they also give the Contact Call with 
great vehemence and frequency. Presumably the function of this call 
is to maintain contact between individuals or, and more especially, 
to enable a bird that has temporarily lost sight of its mate or companions 
to re-establish contact. 


The Begging Call 


A repeated cheeping with a somewhat querulous “ nagging ”’, 
tone. Used by nestlings and juveniles when begging for food and by 
the adult when nest-calling. I have also heard it from the male 
Ringless when trying to “ entice’ Double Green’s mate from him. 
Sometimes I saw him give the begging note, looking at the female in 
question, but without, or with only a suggestion of the movements 
characteristic of nest-calling ; on other occasions a long series of anger 
notes directed at Double Green gradually changed to almost (but not 
quite) “ pure ” begging notes as he looked at his rival. Since the desired 
female was perching near her mate at the time, it is possible that the 
begging element in his calls had reference to her. 

The nest-calling of the adult seems to differ slightly in sound from 
the food-begging of the young (and both vary considerably in loudness 
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according, presumably, to the bird’s degree of eagerness) but not 
sufficiently for me to be always able to tell them if I am not watching, 
or to describe the slight difference. The begging note would appear to 
express a feeling of dependence on (? and inferiority to) another from 
whom some specific response, normally feeding (for the juvenile) or 
joining mate on nest-site (for the nest-calling adult) is intensely desired. 


The Threat Call 


A staccato “‘ Tchek-tchek”’ or ‘‘ Chick-chick ”’, subject to much 
variation of tone or pitch, but typically rather suggestive of the scolding 
note of the Blackbird (Turdus merula) although less metallic in tone, 
seems always to be motivated by anger at another Blue-breast. It is 
given particularly by a dominant or winning individual after it has 
attacked or chased its enemy and is frequently followed by a further 
attack. The calling bird always looks directly at the bird it is threaten- 
ing. It seems at least as often inspired by “‘ pure ” anger as by any 
conflict of emotions since it is given by birds that show little or no 
signs of being afraid of the enemy they are “‘ cursing ” in this manner. 
It was given with great vehemence and frequency by Light Hen and 
Ringless at the birds whose mates they were trying (with ultimate 
success) to “ steal ”’. 


The Alarm Call 


A short rattling or churring note, subject to much variation, sugges- 
tive of the scolding notes of the Mistle Thrush (Turdus viscivorus) and 
those of the Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes). This call seems to be 
an expression of any strong emotion, particularly fear or anger, 
usually aroused other than by a fellow member of the species. Some 
element of conflict, or frustration, seems almost always to be involved. 
I often heard this note when a Diamond Dove or a Canary was perched 
on or very near a Blue-breast’s nest. It was then always accompanied 
by intention-movements (wing and tail flicking whilst looking directly 
at the “‘ enemy ”’) of flying to attack, although I never saw an actual 
attack materialize. Fear or disquiet alone do not seem to elicit this 
call. My Blue-breasts never used the Alarm Call at me (though I 
often frightened them by cleaning operations) until they had young. 
Then, if I looked into a nest or approached a fledged young one, the 
parents, especially the father, gave the Alarm Call at me with the 
utmost vehemence. A Blue-breast held in the hand never gives this 
note, but it may do so at the moment that it is released and as it flies 
quickly from the hand. Undoubtedly in the wild this is a predator- 
mobbing call and functions to warn others of danger. Other Blue- 
breasts, in captivity, react (sometimes) by flying quickly up into the 
branches and/or looking intently about them for danger. They can 
tell (much more accurately than their owner !) whether the Alarm 
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Call is “‘ genuine ” or merely being given in exasperation at some non- 
dangerous mishap (as when the caller is angry because he has failed 
to catch a flying insect) and in the latter case they show no concern 
whatsoever. 

An exception to the general rule that this call is not evoked by other 
Blue-breasts was that the male Double Green, when his mate was 
inside the nest feeding their young, would usually give a short trilling 
“rattle”? as soon as the young uttered their loud begging notes. 
Possibly in his anxiety over the young, any noise from them when he 
was not with them, was “ upsetting ”’ to him. 


The Fear Screech 


A short, harsh screech is often given by one of two fighting birds. 
Usually, but not always, it is given at moments of physical contact 
and I think then it is the bird that has been seized or pecked that 
screeches at the moment of injury. Fledglings often give this screech 
when handled although adults, in my experience, do not. When given 
by young birds it causes intense fear responses in other young and elicits 
intense alarm rattles from the parents, especially the father. Doubtless 
if the young were seized by any predator that the parents could hope 
to deal with successfully, they would attack under these circumstances. 
This call is thus homologous with the screeching or screaming cries of 
most other passerines (see Goodwin, 1956a) and is apparently normally 
the expression of fear. A long-drawn rather husky version of it is, 
however, sometimes given by a male who is giving the stem display if 
another bird interferes. He may then fly off with the stem giving this 
version of the screech as he does so. He shows no signs of fear and 
re-commences his display on re-alighting. Possibly this version of the 
screech expresses exasperation rather than fear. 


Other Calls 


Two other notes heard seem worth mentioning, though I cannot, as 
yet claim to be able to elucidate them. A short “‘ Chick-ick” or 
“* Tchittick ’’, subject to much variation, is frequently uttered by 
young birds. I have not heard it with certainty from fully adult 
specimens. It intergrades with the alarm rattle and may be a very low 
intensity variant of it. Often the bird giving it shows no signs of alarm 
or anger but equally often its utterance is accompanied, or immediately 
followed, by pecking or pulling at twigs or other objects, which suggests 
the possibility of aggressive feelings being involved. It is the note most 
commonly interjected into the rambling song of the juvenile. 

A soft ‘* Tuc-tuc ” is often uttered at dusk by birds going to roost. 
I suspect it to be used by mates calling each other to snuggle together, 
but I have never been able to see for certain which bird was making 
this very soft call. 
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Song 


The Blue-breast has a short but pleasant little song with a rising 
inflection. ‘‘ Chre-chreu, chre, chre chittyweeoo!” and “ Chreu, 
chreu, chittyoo, weeoo, wee ! ’’ are two of my attempts to paraphrase 
individual’s songs but I fear such attempts may be more misleading 
than helpful to those who have not heard the species. McLachlan 
and Liversidge (1957) describe it as “‘ a lively little song interspersed 
with ‘ weety-weets ’.” I have not myself heard an adult intersperse 
its song with this or any other call note, nor have I heard an adult 
female sing. 

The song, like that of other estrildines (Morris, 1958) seems to be 
mainly sexual in character, although at times the sexual feeling would 
seem to be very slight or at any rate “‘ sublimated ”. Often the song 
appears to be little more than an expression of general well-being. 
It certainly has no threatening or territorial implications although 
birds that are unwell, injured or bullied by others cease to sing. The 
singing bird is usually either perched alone or else giving the Stem 
Display (q.v.). In the former case it often makes low intensity movements 
similar to those used in display. If another bird approaches the singer 
these movements tend, at any rate in adolescent birds, to be intensified. 

My young Blue-breasts from a few weeks after leaving the nest, 
spent much of their time singing in an inconsequential manner. As 
is the case with many other species, the variety of sounds given in the 
course of this warbling was much greater than in the song of the adult. 
It seemed as if the young birds were trying out every possible sound 
that they were capable of uttering ; all the various call notes were 
freely and constantly interjected into their songs at this period. Such 
notes used in the immature’s song seem to have a “ playful ”’ character 
the bird giving them not appearing to be inspired by the feelings that 
normally evoke such calls. Both male and female juveniles sang but 
before the young males had attained adult plumage and their warbling 
** crystallized out ”’ into the adult song their sisters had ceased to sing. 
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* * * 


BREEDING OF THE RAMERON PIGEON 
(Columba arquatrix) 


By Densy Cot.ins (Malton, Yorkshire, England) 


I acquired a pair of Rameron or Olive Pigeons (Columba arquatrix) 
early in December, 1958, and being unable to purchase plain olives, 
bought two bottles of pickled olives, my idea being to make the birds 
feel at home. Although I rinsed, soaked, and swilled them with cold 
water until, I myself, was unable to detect any salt taint—the birds 
thought otherwise and would have nothing to do with them. They 
continued eating wheat and rolled oats and after a month or so I got 
them on to eating proprietary egg food, moistened with milk. 

They improved enormously in condition after this, put on a 
wonderful bloom and started billing. I was not able to distinguish 
the cock from the hen, except when both were together, and am still 
unable to do so. There has never been a sound from these birds 
whilst I have been within earshot and they are almost identical in 
colouring and shape. 

The birds are housed in a 12 by 8 feet hen-house with a flight 
12 feet wide by 15 feet long. At the end of the flight away from the 
house, I put a 6-inch plank the whole 12 feet across, in order to make them 
exercise. I left a 4 inch gap between the shelf and the wire-netting 
and to my dismay on 14th April on going out to feed the birds in the 
morning, I found two broken eggs on the ground, obviously laid on 
the shelf and then rolled off. This in spite of the fact that I had 
provided three nest pans with sawdust, straw, and fine sticks, inside 
the house. I filled in the gap between the shelf and end wire-netting 
with 4 inch mesh netting, put a 3 by 2 feet sheet of corrugated asbestos 
sheeting over the corner of the aviary and blinded the side netting 
with yew branches. 

A thought struck me—my information was that only one egg was 
laid per nest, whereas I had two broken eggs in, at the most, two days. 
Therefore, I decided, I must have two hens, which would account for 
no cooing by the cock. 

The same week there appeared an advertisement for a Rameron 
cock, which I purchased as a standby. This bird I confined in a 
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canary breeding cage within the hen-house, in order to forestall any 
fighting. There he remained for three weeks during which time the 
original birds laid another egg and deserted after three weeks sitting— 
an infertile egg. So I let out No. 2 cock and a further egg was laid after 
three days ; this vanished mysteriously and I think it must have been 
carried, perhaps stuck to the underfeathers of the hen, and dropped 
in what was by now long grass in the flight. Scything the grass failed 
to uncover the egg, however, and I cursed my luck. No. 2 cock tried 
his best to make up to the original hen and was chased, perfunctorily, 
by No. 1 cock, but there was no malice shown by either bird, nor did 
either make any sound. 

The fifth egg was laid, I believe, on 18th June and hatched on 
6th July. I was made aware of this by finding the shell of the egg, 
discarded by one of the parents, inside the hen-house and I jumped 
for joy, but restrained myself with great difficulty from disturbing the 
birds by probing into the nest. 

The parents (the originals) showed almost the same procedure in 
sitting their egg and rearing their young, as domestic pigeons. The 
hen sat from about 4 p.m. to 10 a.m. and the cock from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., the same seemed to happen after hatching, though they were 
loth to allow me to see them feeding the squab. I had to hide in an 
adjacent building and be still and silent, before I was rewarded in 
seeing a small beak pushing out from under the hen’s breast at 7 p.m. 
on 11th July. The birds sat tight for over a week although the weather 
was very dry and warm and I wondered whether they would smother 
the chick ; so I decided to investigate and ring the squab at the same 
time. 

All was well, the hen fought me when I prodded about underneath 
her, but I secured a fine healthy youngster and put a celulloid ring on, 
which seemed somewhat tight on the leg. I then made inquiries and 
after some time got some open aluminium rings of “ Runt” size. 

When the birds were three weeks old a friend came along and took 
some photos and at four weeks, when the squab had taken two or three 
practice flights, I thought the celluloid ring was causing discomfort so 
decided to change it for the larger aluminium ring. I got one of my 
assistants to help me catch the squab. When half-way through 
the operation it went limp in my hands and though I tried all sorts of 
means to revive it, it was dead. 

Disappointment, chagrin, self condemnation, were of no avail. 
I expected nothing after this, but the hen laid again on 1st August, 
though she did not start to sit until 4th August. In the meantime 
I expected a second egg, but this did not materialize. She hatched on 
21st August, seventeen days sitting apparently. Squab ringed 
5th September. 18th September squab now flying, hen laid again 
17th September. 
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These are very peculiar pigeons. Mackworth-Praed and Grant, 
African Handbook of Birds, 1 : 466. ‘“‘ Call: a deep rumbling noise 
ending in a ‘Coo’, not unmusical, but rather monotonous. Also, 
when excited, a whistling note.””» Mine have never made a sound, 
apart from wheezy, asthmatical, deep-breathing exercises. 

They are not wild or flighty, indeed when sitting, either bird will 
fight my hand, but it is very difficult to make any observations as to 
demeanour as the birds sense that they are being watched. It was 
only on 11th September that I saw the cock displaying to his hen—no 
sweep of the tail, just standing up to the full extent, blowing out his 
neck and bowing straight up and down—but not a sound, as one 
would have expected. 18th September I saw (again by subterfuge) 
the cock feeding the squab. The normal way of feeding, except that 
the youngster did not make a sound. Cocks that don’t coo and 
squeakers that don’t squeak! Now that the youngster is fledged it is 
noticeable that instead of being spotted white on chest, belly and wing 
shoulders, the feathers are edged greyish-white, the nape is the dark- 
grey of the whole of the body, wings, and tail ; the eyes are dark ; 
beak wattles and legs and claws of practically the same colour, with 
no sign at present of any change to yellow. 

Another interesting feature—when cock No. 1 chases cock No. 2 
away from his hen and nest, he rarely uses his beak, but takes 
lumbering steps and jumps at his quarry, moving him on perhaps 
a foot and then going through the same process again. But still no 
sound from either pursuer or pursued. 

They are not voracious feeders as the usual run of pigeons are, but 
rather delicate eaters and not at all fussy over their food. Big, stolid 
birds they are quite hardy as they rarely seek the shelter of the house 
at nights, even when snow a foot deep covers everything, but they 
spend the midday hours inside, especially during the hot weather we 
have had this summer. 

Delightful birds in appearance, their habits fascinate me and I hope 
to learn a lot more about them in the future. 

This happened two days after writing the above passage—these 
birds are not mute, as I had thought. I heard the cock, previous to 
feeding his squab (at over five weeks old) make a noise like the lowest 
note of a bassoon played pianissimo and repeated several times— 
I have not heard any more conversation. 

8th October. Photos of squab No. 2 taken to-day and my photo- 
grapher friend disturbed the old hen from her nest—he looked round 
and called “‘ do you know there is a broken egg here and that it is 
pulsating ? ”’ 

Squab No. 3 hatched—I thought the pair were deserting yesterday 
as both were off the nest together for some time. Now I shall not 
know whether to name the last arrival ‘‘ Mac” or “ Milly ’’. 
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As described, Denby Collins has bred the Rameron Pigeon (Columba 
arquatrix). It is believed that this may be a first success. 

Any member or reader knowing of a previous breeding of this 
species in Great Britain or Northern Ireland is requested to com- 
municate at once with the Hon. Secretary. 


* ** * 


LAYSAN TEAL AT LITCHFIELD 
By Ditton Riptey (Litchfield, Conn., U.S.A.) 


In 1943 (AvicuLTURAL MacGazine, 5th Ser., vol. 7, p. 68), 
I speculated that the Laysan Teal would probably never be kept in 
captivity and might indeed be extinct. What a particular pleasure it 
was then to receive two pairs of these curious little birds in August, 
1958, at my waterfowl preserve at Litchfield, Connecticut. I had 
never seen the species alive and was immediately struck by their small 
size, slim, rather elongated shape, and skulking carriage, and by the 
fact that the tiny bills of the birds are distinctly spatulate at their 
distal ends, closer in shape to Cinnamon Teal than to most other ducks. 
The brown plumage of the adults also, chocolate brown with coarse, 
dark brown edgings, is reminiscent of the plumage of some female 
Shoveller Ducks, the Cape Shoveller particularly. 

And yet these little birds are derived from Mallard stock, as their 
relative, the Hawaiian Duck, clearly shows. But in the process of long 
isolation on Laysan Island, they have diverged away strongly from 
the parent line. Laysan is a two mile by one mile strip of coral sand 
some 800 miles north-west of Oahu, the Hawaiian Island on which 
Honolulu is situated. There is a brackish pond on the island and since 
the elimination of the rabbits, which were introduced rather 
catastrophically about 1903, the vegetation, formerly eaten away, 
has returned to clothe the sand dunes. As a result of the restoration 
of the habitat and the consequent increase of the insect population, 
Laysan Teal have increased from an estimated twenty in 1923, to 
over 500 in 1958. It was partly due to this rather extreme oscillation 
in numbers that, on behalf of the International Council for Bird 
Preservation, I and others wrote to the Fish and Wildlife authorities 
of the United States Government in 1956 and 1957, suggesting that a 
small number of the Teal be taken into captivity in order to secure 
a buffer population against possible catastrophes on Laysan. Although 
the Leeward chain of the Hawaiian Archipelago is theoretically a bird 
preserve by order of President Theodore Roosevelt, there is in fact 
no enforcement and strangers landing from a yacht or fishing vessel 
could easily wreak havoc among the unprotected birds, either by 
hunting or by the casual introduction of vermin or domestic animals. 
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The Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife in Washington responded 
with welcome enthusiasm, and their officials have been extraordinarily 
helpful and co-operative. A small number of Laysan Teal were taken 
in 1957 and 1958 which are now housed in the Honolulu Zoo, and in 
several zoos and collections in the United States as well as the Wildfowl 
Trust. It is hoped that a suitable site will be found on Lisiansky or 
one of the other neighbouring islets of the Leeward chain for an eventual 
introduction to supplement the Laysan population. 

Our Laysan Teal at Litchfield quickly settled down to an artificial 
diet. The birds appear to be hardy and strong even though we kept 
them indoors during their first winter. The Teal are rather aggressive, 
not only among themselves, but also worrying and fussing other duck, 
often much larger than they are. In this second summer, we have had 
to separate the two adult males. Essentially, however, they do appear 
to be more aggressive inter se than with other species. 

As I have written elsewhere (1959, Wilson Bull., in press), no 
striking display activities were observed when the Teal were released 
on two small ponds this past spring. However, one female nested 
twice, laying five eggs in each clutch. The second female appeared 
ready to nest, and was observed in a scrape, but did not carry nesting 
through to completion. Four ducklings hatched from each of the 
two clutches, on 8th July, 1959, and 13th and 14th August. The 
eggs were extremely large for the size of the bird, virtually as large as 
Mallard eggs and the young were very vigorous and presented no 
difficulty whatsoever in rearing. ‘The aggressive behaviour, large 
eggs and vigorous, energetic young are perhaps all associated with the 
realities of intraspecific competition. It would appear implicit in the 
survival of this species that the young should be well endowed from 
the beginning, nourished with a plentiful yolk supply and well able to 
take care of themselves. 

The bills of the ducklings are noticeably spatulate from hatching, 
perhaps an adaptation to a completely insectivorous diet as has been 
reported by Warner (in litt.). Comparison of the bills of this species 
and the Hawaiian Duck, however, although revealing a difference in 
shape, does not show any difference in the number or arrangement of 
the lamellae. 

The downy Laysan grew rapidly and soon assumed their first basic 
plumage, apparently identical with the adult except for the uniform 
dark feathers of the face and ocular region. Now at the age of 
three months, the first white feathers are beginning to appear one by 
one forming a very narrow ring about the eye itself. Apparently 
these feathers will continue to appear during the winter as the birds 
gradually approach the adult condition in which irregular areas of 
white surround the eyes and extend on to the cheeks and auricular 
areas. 
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Although sombre in appearance, these little, soberly coloured Teal 
are of great interest biologically, and their miniature proportions and 
chocolate tones give them a certain distinction in collections. It is to 
be hoped that eventually a considerable number can be reared in 
captivity in order to provide an auxiliary population to that isolated 
and exposed one of Laysan Island. 

* * * 


Other breeding results this past summer at Litchfield have been 
sparse. We reared a round dozen of Emperor Geese, but although 
Siberian Red-breasted, Ross’ Snow, Cackling, Bar-headed Geese and 
a considerable number of duck species nested, we reared an insignificant 
number of young. With the geese part of the trouble was fighting 
over nest sites which led to desertion or breaking of eggs. Another 
year we must closely supervise any such internecine strife. Fortunately 
vermin seem to be far less of a menace, although, as always, our only 
losses were among the rarest species, three Baer’s Pochards taken by 
an owl. The addition of night lights to the ponds seems to have 
dampened the spirits of these persistent nocturnal marauders. Mean- 
while, racoons and their ilk seem to be unable to overcome the 
electrically charged strands of wire which girdle our fences top and 
bottom. Our paddling ponds are becoming fortified. 


* * * 


A POTOO FOR THE BROOKFIELD ZOO 


By Karu Piatu (Curator of Birds, Chicago Zoological Park, 
Brookfield, Ill., U.S.A.) 


For the first time we have a Potoo (Nyctibius grandis) or Grand 
Nightjar as it is sometimes called. So far as can be ascertained it is 
the first one in captivity in America. If not, we would be happy to 
hear about it. 

In size and general appearance it resembles the Australian Frog- 
mouth, but the beak is smaller, much like that of our Night Hawk 


(Chordeiles minor) ; the gape is very wide, about 3 inches. Probably ~ 


the most noticeable features are the enormous, beady black eyes and 
the upper eyelids which have the upper lids distinctly scalloped into 
four sections while the lower lids follow the perfect circle of the eye. 
The eyes at first appear jet black but closer examination shows the 
iris to be very deep slate colour. To date we cannot find any reference 
about these curious eyelids. 

Up to now we have not heard the weird cries ascribed to the genus 
but on occasion when handled it utters a rapid frog-like croak or a 
deep ferocious sounding snarl ; the most frequent sound is made by 
its beak and sounding like the clappering of a stork. This is most often 
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and usually heard when we hand-feed it. This is done by gently 
pressing on each side of the beak which is then opened to a prodigious 
gape under the eyes. A small ball of chopped meat, to which has 
been added a drop of Tronic compound, is then expertly tossed in this 
yawning cavity and, after the bird has swallowed it, it usually receives 
seven or eight more. It gets this amount morning and late afternoon 
and as these meat balls weigh 2 ounces altogether, it gets 1 ounce 
twice a day. Often between the swallows it makes the clappering 
sound. When last weighed it was exactly 20 ounces. 

We have not seen it leave its perch voluntarily ; the normal pose is 
like that of an owl—upright and looking straight ahead. Very seldom 
does it assume the position of the beak and head at a go degree angle— 
usually shown in illustrations. I have been told that this is the pose 
taken when sitting on eggs or young on the flat, upright end of a 
broad bough. The bird measures about 20 inches in length. 

The bird does not show any response to our talking to it, so perhaps 
it is not very intelligent, but it is an interesting specimen. At any rate 
we hope to keep it a long time (it arrived in June, 1959) and let it 
puzzle the public, who do not seem to accept our explanation that 
it is not an owl though our label starts out with this statement. 

In his Birds of the West Indies Bond mentions a smaller species which 
is found in Jamaica and Haiti. This is the Grey Potoo (Nyctibius griseus) 
whose length is 17 inches. The habits of the seven species of Potoos 
are all very similar ; they are nocturnal birds feeding mostly on large 
moths. They nest on decayed stumps of various heights and lay but 
a single white egg which is lightly spotted with violet and brown. 
The name Potoo is derived from one of its guttural cries “‘ ho-hoo ”’. 


* Pa a 
DARENTH-HULME, 1959 
By Kay Bonner (Southgate, England) 


The very remarkable weather during the past summer has been 
responsible for either breaking or establishing many and varied records. 
It has not, however, contributed to any special successes amongst the 
birds in our collection. It is true we do not really expect anything 
sensational, a large number of the birds being of somewhat doubtful 
breeding potential, but, nevertheless, the hope is always there. 

None of the more important psittacines did anything about nesting. 
The Green-winged Kings are still too young : the Patagonian Conures 
had no interest in their own nest-boxes, only in cutting through the 
wire-netting and gaining access to lovebird nest-boxes in the neigh- 
bouring aviary: the five pairs of White-bellied and Black-headed 
Caiques had a wonderful season destroying their aviaries—the larch 
poles are now about eight years old and so are very easy whittling. 
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To us it is rather ironic that we should have tried during half a 
lifetime to breed Red-faced Lovebirds, with singularly little success, 
and that David Dale in South Africa should breed a very splendid 
nest of five almost at the first attempt! The few young we have 
managed to breed have been poorly developed and, in the main, 
short-lived. 

Many of our birds show a great partiality for mealworms and receive 
a daily ration. We are surprised at the eagerness shown by the 
Budgerigars, but the Red-faced refuse to accept this supplement to 
their monotonous diet of soaked millet sprays and apples. 

The many mynahs proved too great a nuisance in the wilderness 
aviary, so they were removed to allow the smaller birds a better chance 
to breed without undue interference. Some restocking was done with 
Red-crested Cardinals, Cordon Bleus, Yellow-chinned Sparrows, 
numerous small seedeaters and a pair of Giant Whydahs. There 
have been quite a few natural increases, but nothing out of the ordinary. 

Early in the year Jack Indge supplied us with ten unnamed doves 
from British Guiana. John Yealland was able to identify them as the 
Bronze-necked Dove Zenaidura auriculata rubripes, a subspecies apparently 
new to aviculture. These were put in the wilderness aviary and the 
conditions must have been fully to their liking as they have reared at 
least two dozen young ones. 

About eighteen months ago K. E. L. Simmons, of Great Crested 
Grebe fame, gave us a green Budgerigar cock and a Madagascar 
Lovebird hen that had formed a great attachment for each other. 
Last year they occupied a nest-box without result, but this year the 
Madagascar laid a clutch of four eggs, not surprisingly infertile, and 
at the present moment (mid-October) is endeavouring to incubate a 
second clutch. 

Almost everyone who keeps Galapagos Doves appears to breed them 
as freely as domestic pigeons. But such has not been our experience. 
During the winter, while the three pairs were together, they laid 
numerous eggs, even succeeded in hatching several, but due to inter- 
ference invariably deserted the young ones almost immediately. 
When the spring came and they were split up into pairs they ceased 
laying, the breeding rhythm being interrupted. They eventually 
recommenced laying but showed little inclination to incubate so the 
eggs were transferred to Barbarys and Javas. Some half-dozen eggs 
were hatched, but the foster-parents failed to rear any young beyond 
a week. Late in the year three were reared by their parents. 

The Green Imperial Pigeons hatched four single young very early 
in the year, but having hatched them, showed no further interest. 
They did, however, rear one very good one in September. The Pied 
Imperial laid numerous infertile eggs. The Lemon Doves were again 
successful, rearing several young. 
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The only major loss was with the very vicious Black Bronze-winged 
Pigeons. Like so many pigeons they don’t just spar but fight in earnest, 
and having started it is a fight to the finish. One was found battered 
to death and the other died as the result of its injuries a few days later. 


* * * 


LATE RECORDS OF THE CEBU GOLDEN- 
BACKED HANGING PARRAKEET 


By A. L. Ranp (Chief Curator of Zoology, Chicago Natural History 
Museum, Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A.) 


We had thought that the known Philippine avifauna had completely 
escaped the blight of extinction, to which island faunas are so 
vulnerable, until Dr. Rabor (1959, Auk, 76, pp. 37-43) pointed out 
that, correlated with deforestation, nine Cebu Island forms and one 
Siquijor Island form were probably extinct. Among these is the 
Cebu Golden-backed Hanging Parrakeet, Loriculus philippensis chry- 
sonotus, of which Rabor had no record since 1906, when McGregor 
collected it. 

However, Mr. Karl Plath, of the Chicago Zoological Society, 
Brookfield, Illinois, has just given Chicago Natural History Museum 
a specimen of L. p. chrysonotus that lived in his private aviary from 
October, 1929, to January, 1930. Plath got this bird from a California 
dealer, who wrote that he got it through a man he sent to the 
Philippines, and who was in Cebu City. However, live L. p. chrysonotus 
became available in England from another source about this time, 
for Mr. Walter Goodfellow brought back to England twelve individuals 
on his return from the Orient (Aviculture, 2, 2nd series (1930), p. 93). 
Probably it is from this latter source that the birds came which are 
mentioned in the AvICcULTURAL MaGazing, 1929-43. Evidently the 
form existed in some numbers in Cebu until 1929, at least, and 
in captivity in the London Zoo until 1943. 

It is true that chrysonotus is considered one of the subspecies of the 
Philippine Hanging Parrakeet, but along with several others is so 
distinct in colour as to raise the suspicion that they might behave as 
species if brought together. The only further evidence is that from a 
mating of L. p. chrysonotus male with L. p. worcesteri female, 1931-34, 
in the Marquis of Tavistock’s aviaries. This mixed pair produced 
eggs each year, but all were infertile. This evidence, and the lack of 
known hybrids in the genus in captivity, must be used with caution, 
for none of the species kept in captivity have been bred successfully 
despite some having been imported into England before 1794, and 
several near-successes in breeding (Prestwich, 1952, Records of Parrots 
Bred in Captivity, pt. 5, pp. 225-226). Perhaps this has been one of the 
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reasons the Loriculus species have not been popular with aviculturists 
despite birds often being available in eastern markets. Mr. Plath tells 
me he has not seen them listed by American dealers for twenty-five 
years, though there are a few individuals of certain species in American 
aviaries. Strangely, L. p. chrysonotus was recently listed as one of the 
species likely to be seen in captivity (Bedford, 1954, Parrots and Parrot- 
like Birds, p. 59). . 

It should be pointed out that the plate accompanying the original 
description of chrysonotus is unsatisfactory, as Salvadori (1891, Cat. 
Bds. Brit. Mus., 20, p. 522), has pointed out. I have seen a single 
adult male (U.S. Nat. Mus. Coll.) which agrees better with the plate 
facing page 154, in Seth-Smith’s 1903 Parrakeets, but differs chiefly in 
having the whole throat patch light-red to its edge, without a yellow 
margin, and in having the foreback darker and more orange. 
Hachisuka’s plate (1934, Bds. Philipp. Isls., 2, pl. 12) has the fore back 
and crown much too red compared with the adult male specimen 
and has the yellow outlining the red throat patch conspicuous, as in 
Seth-Smith’s plate. Only some of these discrepancies can be due to 
individual variation in the birds, as the male in the first two plates is 
based on the type. 

The Plath bird we have received is a male, but differs in a number 
of ways from the adult male: in having the orange-yellow of crown 
duller and in the much reduced dull orange (not golden-orange) on 
the foreback ; in the small (not large) red throat patch, and in its 
small size (wing 94 mm.). The upper-parts are similar to those of 
certain females, but the green side of the head and the red throat are 
male characters. The small size compares with wing, adult 3 105, 
2 (4) 99-102 (av. 100.5) ; immature $ 103, 2 103, 104 mm., in the 
U.S. Nat. Mus. series (courtesy of Mr. H. Deignan). Presumably it is 
an immature male. 


LONDON ZOO NOTES 
By J. J. YEALLAND 


During a brief stay in the Sandakan area of northern Borneo, 
Dr. K. C. Searle collected some rare mammals and birds which were 
sent as a gift from him and his friend, Mr. D. A. Brameld. 

Specimens of birds from this collection not previously seen at 
Regent’s Park are the Chestnut-breasted Tree Partridge or Hill 
Partridge (Tropicoperdix charltoni graydoni), Undulated or Wreathed- 
billed Hornbill (Aceros u. undulatus), Black-headed Bulbul (Pycnonotus 
a. atriceps), White-breasted Wood Swallow or Swallow-Shrike (Artamus 
1. leucorhynchus) , White-crowned Shama (Copsychus malabaricus stricklandi),, 
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Little Spider Hunter (Arachnothera |. longirostris) and Yellow-throated 
Flower-pecker (Anaimos maculatus buttikoferi). 

Three Bornean Argus Pheasants (Argusianus argus grayi), # Green 
Broadbill (Calyptomena v. viridis) and a Babbler not yet identifidd were 
also among this very interesting presentation. 

A number of waders presented by Comte Léon Lippens include 
Grey Plover, Turnstone, Whimbrel, Spotted or Dusky Redshank, 
Dunlin, Greenshank and Knot. A pair of the Collared Turtle Dove 
(Streptopelia d. decoacto), now becoming common in parts of Belgium 
with, Comte Lippens tells me, some sixty pairs breeding in the neigh- 
bourhood of Le Zoute, also came with the waders. 

Other gifts include a Tufted Duck from Mrs. M. Kendall, a Short- 
toed Eagle from the Royal Air Force at Idris, Libya, a pair of Tree 
Sparrows from Mr. F. C. Astles, an Indian Magpie-Robin or Dhyal 
Bird from the Rev. R. H. Gates and a Long-tailed Glossy Starling 
from Messrs. G. H. and J. R. Newmark. 

A Lammergeyer (Gypaetus barbatus aureus), a Great Eagle-Owl, a 
pair of Crested Screamers, a pair of Californian Quail, two Pileated 
Jays and a pair of Siberian Jays (Perisoreus i. infaustus) have been received 
in exchange. 


COUNCIL MEETING 
A Council Meeting was held on 9th November, 1959, in the Council 
Room, Zoological Society of London. 


* * * 


OFFICERS FOR 1960 


There were the following retirements and appointments :— 


Council: Mr. F. Grant, The Rev. J. R. Lowe, and Mr. E. N. T. 
Vane retired by rotation. 

Mr. A. Lamb, Mr. D. H. S. Risdon, and Mr. T. Spence were elected 
to fill the vacancies. 


Ea ea on 
Tue Socrety’s MEDAL 


The Society’s Medal was awarded to Squadron-Leader C. Everitt, 
for breeding the Olive-backed Thrush Hylocichla ustulata swainsoni. 


ArtTuur A, PREsTwIcH, 
Hon. Secretary. 
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BRITISH AVICULTURISTS’ CLUB 


The sixty-eighth meeting of the Club was held at the Rembrandt 
Hotel, Thurloe Place, South Kensington, on Monday, 9th November, 
1959, following a dinner at 7 p.m. 

Chairman: Miss P. Barclay-Smith. 

Members of the Club: T. Barling, A. W. Bolton, Miss K. Bonner, 
W. Brain, Lt.-Col. H. W. Clayden, W. D. Cummings, J. O. D’eath, 
B. Dittrich, Sqn.-Ldr. C. Everitt, Mrs. C. Everitt, Miss R. M. Ezra, 
Mrs. O. L. Gent, Dr. E. F. Gleadow, Dr. R. Gottlieb, F. Grant, 
Miss M. Hagan, L. W. Hill, Dr. E. Hindle, F. E. B. Johnson, Mrs. S. 
Johnstone, Terry Jones, R. G. Kirkham, Miss E. M. Knobel, 
Miss M. H. Knobel-Harman, A. J. Lambert, P. H. Maxwell, F. 
Mosford, G. S. Mottershead, S. Murray, Sir Crawford McCullagh, 
Bart., K. A. Norris, T. V. F. Papé, W. R. Partridge, A. A. Prestwich, 
S. Sanderson, R. C. J. Sawyer, D. Seth-Smith, A. C. Soanes, E. O. 
Squire, Newton R. Steel, E. A. Tickle, E. N. T. Vane, Mrs. H. M. Vane, 
J. Wilcock. 

Members of the Club, forty-five ; guests, sixteen ; total, sixty-one. 

The President presented the Society’s Medal to Squadron-Leader C. 
Everitt, for the first breeding of the Olive-backed Thrush. 

E. A. Tickle showed his colour film “ Training Falcons”. This 
dealt with the life of a young Peregrine Falcon, in the hands of a 
falconer. It may perhaps be divided into eight sections: getting the 
young bird, hacking, trapping up after hacking, hooding, flying to fist, 
imping (repairing broken feathers), flying at game and rooks, final 
release of birds. 

The film which had taken several years to make, mainly before the 
war, proved both very interesting and instructive. 

At the meeting on 14th September, Mr. M. D. England showed 
colour films of trips to Scandinavia after birds. The first film was 
taken in Norway and Sweden and showed the following birds and 
their habitat: Redwing, Fieldfare, Wood Sandpiper, Hen Harrier, 
Crane, Goldeneye, Tengmalm’s Owl, White Wagtail, Black-throated 
Diver, Great Black Woodpecker, and Osprey. 

The second film was taken on the island of Laesé in the Kattegat 
and in North Jutland, and was of the Turnstone, Avocet, Stork, 
Kentish Plover, Black Tern, and Black-necked Grebe. 

The next meeting of the Club is on Monday, 11th January, 1960. 


ArTHuR A. PRESTWICH, 
Hon. Secretary. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 


Derek Goodwin has been elected a Corresponding Member of the 
American Ornithologists’ Union. 
* * * 


Al Hochbaum, Delta Waterfowl Refuge Station, Manitoba, 
Canada, is rearing five young Trumpeter Swans. They were hatched 
by the female ; one young one was left with her and the other four 
are being reared independently. 

* * * 


When the fine collection of the late M. J. Bruyneel was dispersed, 
many of the birds were acquired by M. Florizoone, Parc Meli, 
Adinkerke (La Panne), and added to his already very extensive 
collection. Members will be interested to know that amongst them 
are the blue Quaker Parrakeets and the lutino Ring-necked Parrakeets. 

* * * 


L. S. Poisal of the Usibelli Ranch and Game Farm, St. Helena, 
California, has hatched four Baikal or Formosa Teal under a bantam 
and they are now four weeks old. Earlier this year three were hatched 
under a Teal but they were destroyed by rats. 

* * * 


The Bronze Medal of the Avicultural Society of South Australia 
has been awarded to W. Curl, for the first breeding of the Red- 
shouldered Whydah. 

The Simon Harvey Memorial Medal for the outstanding breeding 
achievement of the 1958-59 season has been awarded to R. W. 
McKechnie, for his success with the Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Meliphaga chrysops. 

* * 

There can be no reasonable doubt that the wild ancestor of the 
familiar Barbary Dove was the Pink-headed or Rose-grey Turtle Dove 
Streptopelia roseogrisea. Cream-coloured and white varieties, the latter 
the so-called Java Dove, are, of course, equally well known. It is 
usually assumed that the Java is an albino, but W. R. Partridge is now 
breeding a strain with black eyes. 

* * * 


Peter O. Williams has bred the Mexican Ground Dove Co/umbigallina 
passerina pallescens. Two young have been reared from two nests. 
This is the third season this pair has nested, eggs laid during the two 
previous being infertile. There are eighteen races of C. passerina, the 
breeding of one of which was described by J. P. Newell (Athlone) in 
the last number of the Macazine. The Passerine Dove was first bred 
in Great Britain by Henry Willford, Isle of Wight, in 1909, since 
when there do not appear to have been any other reports. 
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Douglas Moore reports: ‘‘ During the 1958 breeding season an 
interesting mutation occurred in a nest of Diamond Sparrows. Two 
fawns appeared in one nest which also contained three normals. 
The parent birds deserted when the youngsters were just nicely 
feathered. This season the eggs were transferred to Bengalese and 
again a fawn has appeared. General body colour that of a fawn 
Zebra but still retaining the red rump, and a rather darker fawn 
replacing the black markings of the Diamond. The Diamonds are 
aviary-bred to the fourth generation.” 


* * * 
O. E. Dunmore has bred the Black Tanager Tachyphonus rufus. 
He writes: “‘ Three eggs were laid in a deep, cup-shaped nest built 


on the ground under a small privet bush. Two were clear but the 
third hatched and the young one is now independent. In colour it is 
like the hen but rather darker when seen from above, although in the 
flight it is difficult to see any difference. Pretre’s Tanagers laid last 
year but would not build although the hen sat on odd eggs on the 
floor.” This Tanager was first bred by Teschemaker, in Devon, in 
1906, two reared. Later records are London Zoo, 1909, one ;_ 1925, 
three ; Page, 1913, one ; 1914, one and two; Willford, 1915, several 
broods. 
* * * 

The nesting of birds in the nests of social insects is much more 
extensive than is generally supposed. In an absorbingly interesting 
paper in The Emu, 1959, 1-36, K. A. Hindwood lists twenty-three 
species of kingfishers, thirteen of parrots, four of woodpeckers, four 
of trogons, two of puff-birds, a jacamar, and a cotinga—a total of 
forty-eight species—known to breed in either terrestrial or arboreal 
nests of termites. In addition, two species of woodpeckers are known 
to use ants’ nests as nest-sites ; but only one species of trogon has so 
far been recorded nesting within a wasps’ nest. The cavities in old 
and deserted termites’ nests are at times used as nesting-places by 
birds that normally breed in earth-banks or tree-hollows. 


* * * 


Breeding reports. P. C. Bath, one Blue and Yellow Macaw flying. 
Albert Birtles, two Rosellas, two Bourke’s, seven Swinhoe’s Pheasants. 
E. Fryer, four Rosellas, six Redrumps. R. G. Kirkham (Dublin) : 
*“* T have had a reasonably successful season and have produced about 
twenty-nine youngsters, including two very nice Leadbeater’s 
Cockatoos, seven Princess of Wales’s, and a couple of Kings.” Arthur 
Lamb : “ My birds have not done too well this year having had a lot 
of dead in shell. I finished up with one blue and one lutino Ring-neck, 
two Crimson-wings, two Splendids, two Many-coloured and one 
Leadbeater’s Cockatoo.” A. Phillips (South Australia): ‘* Last 
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season besides finches I bred some forty odd Bourkes, a few Scarlets, 
Turquoisines and Hooded. In quail I bred Red-chested, Red- 
backed and Painted, all Turnix, also King and Brown.” Dr. K. G. 
Rothwell: ‘“‘ I have only bred one King this year, another cock, 
showing the turquoise wing flashes as the other from leaving the nest. 
This from a quite different pair.” John Thorpe: “A misalliance 
between a hen Crossoptilon and my amorous cock Silver has produced 
three charming chicks.” 


* * * 


Psittacine hybrids. Dr. Alan Lendon writes : “‘ I thought you would 
like to know about two hybrid parrot records (1) Queen Alexandra’s x 
Rock Pebbler, two young reared by R. Wright, Langdon Avenue, 
Clarence Park, South Australia, in 1958, and recently seen by me. 
(2) a hybrid in Taronga Park Zoo, between a Solitary Lory and a 
White-rumped Lory. I could not see the bird well and know no 
details, but the label on the cage was clear enough.” 

L. V. Macintyre, Collie, Western Australia. Swainson’s x Scaly- 
breasted Lorikeet hybrid, two young nearly fully feathered, not yet 
out of the nest. 


* * * 


Edward Boosey kindly sends the following report from a corre- 
spondent, B. S. Davis, of Hawkes Bay, New Zealand : “ A man here 
in Hastings has bred several hybrids from a Greater Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoo hen and a Blood-stained Cockatoo cock. The offspring are 
really attractive. They are a little smaller than the Sulphur-crest and 
have a patch of bare skin around the eye from the male parent. 
The crest is the same shape as in the Sulphur-crest, only a bit smaller 
and more orange than yellow. Their owners can do almost anything 
with them and they are quite good talkers.” 

* * * 


A great deal has appeared in the daily press about the return of the 
Ospreys and their successful breeding in the Scottish Highlands 
for the first time in forty-nine years. It seems fitting that the bare 
facts, at least, should be recorded in the MAGAZINE. 

In 1955 a pair nested but no chicks were hatched. The following 
year another pair nested and the eggs were stolen. In 1957 the male 
of another pair was shot. Last year a pair nested and, in spite of the 
vigilance of watchers, an egg-stealer succeeded in removing the eggs 
only to break them at the foot of the tree as he made his escape. 

This last summer the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds was 
determined there should be no repetition of past failures. The same 
pair of Ospreys returned to the same Scots pine, near Loch Garten, 
Inverness-shire, and due entirely to the unceasing day and night 
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protection of the R.S.P.B.’s wardens, three young were successfully 
reared. This magnificent result was only achieved through the un- 
tiring efforts of a considerable number of selfless watchers and by the 
expenditure of some £2,000 of the Society’s money. To all concerned 
is due the gratitude of everyone in Great Britain in any way interested 
in birds and their preservation. 

* * * 


Subscriptions, 1959. It was necessary to send unpaid subscription 
reminders to no less than 400 members. Second applications were sent 
to 228, and third to 138. This was a shocking waste of the Society’s 
funds and, in addition, involved the Hon. Secretaries in a great deal 
of unnecessary and avoidable work. Let us try and do better next year, 
shall we ? Thank you. 


A. A. P. 


REVIEWS 


FUNDAMENTALS OF ORNITHOLOGY. By JossELyN Van 
Tyne and ANDREW J. BERGER. Chapman and Hall, London, 
1959. Price 94s. net. 


The senior author, late Curator of Birds, University of Michigan - 


Museum of Zoology, for many years had been preparing a text book 
of ornithology and before his death in 1957 had completed the chapters 
on plumage and moult, migration, bird distribution, ornithological 
sources and the classification of birds by families ; about half the 
chapters on anatomy, and food and feeding habits; also a few 
pages on territory, and eggs and breeding behaviour. Dr. Berger 


completed these chapters and also wrote the remaining chapters of | 


the book dealing with palaeontology, voice and sound production, 
taxonomy and nomenclature, senses and behaviour, flight and social 
relations, in addition to a glossary and table of contents. The book 
was intended to provide a background for Dr. Van Tyne’s graduate 
course in ornithology and students were expected to possess a general 
knowledge of biology and at least an undergraduate qualification in 
zoology, before specializing in ornithology. 

The result is a comprehensive text book on the subject, and will 
also fill many other needs such as a quick reference for information 
on all families of birds ; a dictionary of ornithological terms, a general 
reference for those interested in life-history, taxonomy and anatomy ; 
a summary of anatomical characters used in the classification. of 
birds ; and a guide to ornithological literature. The author has 
adopted the plan of devoting one page to each family in the section 
dealing with the classification of birds, and whilst this method may 
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have certain advantages for purposes of reference, it is liable to give 
a very mistaken idea of birds in general, for the same space is given 
to a family with only a single representative as one containing 
hundreds of widely distributed species. 

The book is beautifully produced and with its numerous illustrations 
will be a useful reference work for both the amateur and professional 
ornithologist. 

E. H. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO YOUNG ORNITHOLOGISTS. BIRD 
BIOLOGY. By J. D. Macponatp. Museum Press, Ltd. 
London, 1959. Price 12s. 6d. net. 


In his preface Mr. J. D. Macdonald, who is Deputy Keeper of 
Zoology of the Natural History Museum, states that his purpose 
“is to provide a brief outline of the whole life of birds, including 
matters as diverse as courtship behaviour, the mysterious contents of 
an egg and how they get there, the mechanical perfection of the 
locking mechanism on a feather vane, the unique adaptation of birds 
for flight, the fascinating perplexity of migration’. In this the author 
has succeeded admirably and explains his subject in lucidly and in 
simple language. Though in his preface he also states that he stresses 
the words “ brief outline ” and admits that many subjects have to be 
omitted, this is a useful and comprehensive book. It is divided into 
12 chapters—Preparation for Mating ; Nests and Eggs and Family 
Care; Population; Migration; Distribution; Habitats and 
Adaptations ; Adaptations for flight; Feathers; Collecting and 
Digesting food ; Lungs and Heart; Other Anatomical Features ; 
Variation and Evolution. Particularly interesting are the Tables of 
the incubation periods of some of the commoner birds which breed in 
Britain and the weights of various British species ; and a map showing 
the faunal regions of the world is most helpful. There are sixteen 
half-tone plates ; and twenty drawings illustrate various points treated 
in the text. Though the book is addressed to young ornithologists it 
will also be appreciated by the not so young. 

P. B-S. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


LEMON (OLIVE) DOVES 


In his article on ‘‘ Breeding Galapagos and other Doves ” Professor Carl Naether 
refers to the Lemon (Olive) Doves in the possession of Mr. Melville M. Strann of 
Northridge, California. I would like to state that I supplied these to Mr. Strann. 

It is quite correct that I listed them as Rameron Pigeons—Columba arquatrix—in 
accordance with the classification in Dr. Austin Roberts’ Birds of South Africa— 
revised edition, second impression. The name ‘“ Olive” is, according to Roberts, 
a popular name derived from the birds’ liking for olives, whereas E. Leonard Gill 
in his First Guide to South African Birds, third edition, definitely refers to them as Olive 
Pigeons, with the secondary name of Rameroon as opposed to Dr. Roberts use of 
Rameron. In neither case are they referred to as doves, but as the largest South 
African pigeon. 

The only Lemon Doves I am aware of are the five species found ranging from the 
Cameroon to the Genduru Mountains—Aplopelia simplex inornata, A. s. plumbescens, 
A. s. poensis, A. s. hypoleuca, A. s. simplex—and the A. principalis which is restricted to 
Principe Island. Unlike the Rameron Pigeon, these doves are visibly sexable as the 
female’s under-tail coverts differ in colour from those of the male bird. 

I can see no reason for confusing the two species for, not only are they entirely 
dissimilar in colouring, but the Lemon Doves are only about eleven to twelve inches 
in total length whereas the Rameron is sixteen to eighteen inches. 

As a point of interest I have been advised by Mr. Denby Collins of Old Wharram, 
Yorkshire, that he has successfully bred from a pair of the Ramerons I supplied to him 
at about the same time as I sent some to Mr. Strann. 

C, Everitt 
5 BROOKLYN GROVE, 
Souto Norwoop, S.E. 25. 


WING PATCHES IN FEMALES OF THE GENUS PSITTACULA 


In reply to Mr. Boosey’s query about wing patches on adult Slatey-headed Parra- 
keet females, I should first point out that the specific name, schisticeps Hodgson 1836, 
has been replaced by the prior himalayana himalayana (Lesson 1832). Two races are 
listed by Peters, the nominate one and himalayana finschii (Hume). 

Close relatives in the same genus are the well-known (to aviculturists at least) 
Plum-headed Parrakeets, cyanocephala (Linnaeus), indeed, only last month an article 
in the Bulletin of the B.O.C. suggested that another species, intermedia (Rothschild), is 
in fact a hybrid between these two. In two of the three races of cyanocephala listed in 
Peters’ Checklist, the adult females have no wing patch, whilst in the third, rosa 
(Boddaert), they have. On leaving the nest, the (rosa) young birds of both sexes are 
almost entirely all green. At the first moult when about one year old, the heads 
become grey and the wing patches appear to some extent in both sexes, it is still not 
possible to distinguish the sex. At the next moult the males develop their lovely 
rose-pink heads, whilst the females remain grey, but the sexes are clearly different, 
yet both sexes have a patch on the wing : unlike the females of the two western forms. 

It therefore seems quite possible that a similar characteristic is to be found in the 
closely allied himalayana. The nominate race, ranging from India to Western Assam, 
having females lacking any patch, whilst the easterly race finschii, ranging from 
— Assam, Yunnan, Laos, and central Annam, have hens that develop a wing 
patch. 

Earlier this year several Hodgson’s Parrakeets were on offer from the trade—how 
they got in is a matter for conjecture—but they were, in fact, Psittacula himalayana 
finschii, it may be that Mr. Boosey has obtained some of these instead of the more 
usual himalayana. 

It is doubtful whether this particular point has been clarified in Indian Ornithology, 
and I have not yet had the opportunity of searching through more recent literature, 
but this seems a more likely solution to the problem. 

E. N. T. VANE. 
FAIRACRE, 
BALLINGER, 
GREAT MIssENDEN, Bucks. 
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Prominent British Bird-fanciers and Dealers agree 


that it is worth while paying a visit to 


ORNISA’S PRIVATE BIRDPARK 


at Gilzerbaan 52, Tilburg, Holland 


Numerous species of Ducks, Geese, Swans, Flamingos, Cranes, 
large Australian Parrakeets, Cockatoos, Macaws, Pigeons, and 
others are to be seen. 
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Set in the charm of an 
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Every bird needs a daily allowance of “‘ Greenstuff ”—a new product consisting 
of the choicest dehydrated Dutch vegetables and salads, including carrots, 
lettuce and spinach. ‘‘ Greenstuff” contains the essential vitamins of fresh 
green food, and it is suitable for all birds. Mix it with seed for hardbills and 
with Insectivorous food for softbills. “‘ Greenstuff ” also saves you the trouble 
of finding fresh green food for your birds—always difficult in winter. 

** Greenstuff ” is produced by an organization with nearly 140 years’ experience. 
Packed in airtight polythene bags 1/— and obtainable at all P. SLUIS’ stockists. 
If unable to obtain locally we shall be pleased to send you a packet for 1/3 
post paid, or 1/— only if ordered with other goods. 

Also now packed in a breeders’ size packet at 3/6 or 4/— post paid. 
* UNIVERSAL ” (Yellow Packet), 


e for Thrushes, Blackbirds, Starlings, Pekin Robins, Mynahs, 

P Uig Be 
4 lb. packet 2/4 1b. packet 4/- 21b. packet 7/9 
= 33 lb. bag 12/6 71b. bag 23/9 281b. bag 85/- 


“ INSECTIVOROUS ” (Red Packet), 


- for Wagtails, Redstarts, Shamas, Nightingales, Robins, 
S J | S Flycatchers, etc. 
4 lb. packet 3/6 1b. packet 6/6 2 Ib. packet 12/9 
Yn 


34 lb. bag 21/9 71b. bag 39/9 28 1b. bag 154/- 


| MEALWORMS |! 


* MARBA” DUTCH BRED “SANTA” GERMAN BRED 
(small type) (large type 
Whether you prefer the small Dutch mealworms or the larger German type, we can give 


you the finest service obtainable, with shipments arriving twice weekly. Dispatch guaran- 
teed same day as order received. 


1 oz.— 2/9; 2 oz.—5/-; 40z.—8/6; 8 oz.—14/6; 1 1b.—25/-. 
Original boxes as imported — 
2 1b.—47/6; 3} 1lb.—72/6; 6} 1b.—6/12/6. All carriage paid 


| MAGGOTS | 


Specially recleaned and ready for immediate use. Finest liverfed maggots packed in 
bran. No mess or smell 


2 oz.—3/4; 40z.—4/6; 8 oz.—7/-; 11b.—12/6; 3 1b.—30/-; 6 1b.—40/-. 
All carriage paid. Nett weight and live delivery guaranteed. 


E. W. COOMBS, LTD. | 


WOODLANDS, WALDERSLADE ROAD, CHATHAM 
Telegrams : AVICULT, CHATHAM/KENT. 
Telephone : BLUEBELL HILL 268. 


















































CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 


T. Anprews, Hardens Farm, Chippenham, Wilts. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 


Joseru F. Bonpt, 355 Hutchinson Blvd, Mt. Vernon, N.Y., U.S.A. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 


J. W. Busupy, 25 Lower Shelton Road, Marston Moreteyne, Bedford. Proposed by 
F, E. B. Johnson. 


José Maria Garcdo Catpeira, Rua José Maria Rodrigues, 2-3°. D., Lisbon, 
Portugal. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 


Mapame Opie Cxiupts, 104 Rue Medori, Lacken, Brussels 2, Belgium. Proposed 
by A. V. Griffiths. 


Aran CoLeMAN, 9 Princes Avenue, City Road, Chester. Proposed by G. S. 
Mottershead. 


Rosert A. Coptey, “ Waterways ”, Mill Lane, Hemingford Grey, Huntingdonshire. 
Proposed by Miss P. Barclay-Smith. 


Brian R. Gay, c/o Super Elliotts, Park Terrace, Salisbury, South Australia. 
Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 


Haroitp R. Knotts, 45 Hewlett Road, Cheltenham, Glos. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich. 


Jozt Kuperserc, Caribbean Gardens, Naples, Florida, U.S.A. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 


Mrs. Marita Marciacg, P.O. Box 3404, Panama, Republic of Panama. Proposed 
by Miss K. Bonner. 


Rosert H. Matruin, Director, Crandon Park Zoo, Kay Biscayne, Miami, Florida, 
U.S.A. Proposed by Oliver Griswold. 

Mrs. McGrecor, Rua Baraéd de Guaratiba 229, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Proposed 
by E. J. Boosey. 

Frank H. H. Rerrz, Headkeeper’s House, Dudley Zoo, The Broadway, Dudley, 
Worcs. Proposed by D. H. S. Risdon. 


Rosert J. Sincrair, 28 Boronia Street, Wentworthville, N.S.W., Australia. 
Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 


Rosert A. Tart, 31 Kitchener Grove, Preston N. 18, Victoria, Australia. Proposed 
by Miss K. Bonner. 


NEW MEMBERS 


The fifty-three Candidates for Election in the July-August, September—October, 
1959, number of the AvicuLTuRAL MAGaziNE were duly elected members of the 
Society. 


RE-ADMITTED 


ANTHONY JACK, 25 Iverna Gardens, Kensington, W. 8. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


F. W. BatcHELor, to “ Little Orchard ”, Overbury Avenue, Beckenham, Kent. 
Major S. F. Coyne, to “ Little Orchard ”, Pinehurst Road, West Moors, Dorset. 
Mrs. Seymour HEATLEY, to Owen Riff, Oughterard, Co. Galway, Eire. 

Major W. B. HENDERSON, to Glengonar, Forgandenny, Perthshire. 

Dr. Lewis F. K1sier, to 50 Stewart Street, Jamestown, New York, U.S.A. 
Gezorce W. Noreen, to 9930 N.E.—6th Drive, Portland 11, Oregon, U.S.A. 

G. St. Gzorcre ScHoMBERG, to 65 Addison Road, London, W. 14. 

D. Setru-Smirn, to 3 St. Omer Road, Guildford, Surrey. 

R. R. Sarrn, to “ Stayesmore Manor ”, Carlton, Beds. 

Lapy Ipa Twyrorp, to High Knowle, Muttersmoor Lane, Sidmouth, Devon. 





MEMBERS’ ADVERTISEMENTS : 

The charge for Members’ advertisements is THREEPENCE PER WORD. Payment must accompany | 
the advertisement, which must be sent on or before the 15th of the month to A. A. Prestwich, 
61 Cuase Roap, Oakwoop, N. 14. All members of the Society are entitled to use this collumn, ~ 
but the Council reserves the right to refuse any advertisements they consider unsuitable. ee 
FOR SALE 


For Indian Birds buy direct from K. L. Acoott AND Sons, Post Box 12008, | 
Calcutta 2, India. 4 


AVICULTURAL MaGazINE, 1924-1958, 35 volumes (27 bound). Offers to W. * 


FERRIER Brown, 85 Yew Tree Road, Southborough, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 


1959 home-bred, Red-rump cocks, £4 10s.; Indian Ring-necks, £4; Bourke’s, 
£toeach : 1959 Stanley cock, £10: Adults, Stanley cock, £10 10s. ; Ring-neck hen, © 
£53 Bourke’s cock, £10. All first class birds :—H. N. Bepincrie.p, The Staithe, © 
Stalham, Norfolk. 


In the Spring, 1960, there will be published Pageantry of Tropical Birds : this is a re- 
production of Descourtilz’s ‘‘ Oiseaux Brillans ” of Brazilian Birds (of which only one 
copy is known to exist). Thirty-two pages of text, thirty-two full-colour reproductions, 
twenty-eight in black and white, size 12 X 17 inches, cloth-bound ; prepublication 
price, £11 15s. Order your copy from :—G. pz GoEDEREN, Orteliuskade 74, Amster- 

am, Holland. 


Aviary-bred British Guiana Bronze-necked Doves (Zenaidura auriculata rubripes), 
£3 35. pair :—A. A. Prestwich, 61 Chase Road, London, N.14. 





WATERFOWL RINGS 
Members are reminded that the Society’s special blue rings are always available. 
All Waterfowl in collections, both public and private, should carry them. 
Revised prices 
Price per dozen, 
post free. 
Size sd. 
2-3 ~#«Teal ‘ . ‘ , ; : : 4 
3 Wigeon . , : : ; ‘ : 4 
4 Mallard, Pintail, etc. ; : : ; 5 
4-5 Smaller geese : 4 ; : ‘ 6 
5 Greylag . : ; ; - ‘ " 7 
Requests for rings should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Avicultural Society, 


c/o Zoological Society of London, Regent’s Park, London, N.W. 1, from whom all 
particulars can be obtained. 





POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS 

Attention is drawn to the following rules :— 

1. All birds to be addressed to the Pathologist, Zoological Society of London, 
Regent’s Park, London, N.W. 1. 

2. A brief account of the illness should be sent and, in addition, it should be stated 
what other birds are kept on the same premises. 

3. Enclose full name and address and telephone number, so that the owner may be 
informed urgently of what action to take in case of infectious disease, or contacted if 
further information is required. 

4. Fees are based on the amount of work done. The basic fee for a single post- 
mortem examination is 10s., but bacteriological and other laboratory tests are ch 
extra. Where more than one bird is sent at the same time the fee is not necessarily as 
much as 10s. per bird. 

5- No body or skin of any bird will be returned under any circumstances whatever. 


Artuur A. PrestTwicH, 
Hon. Secretary. 


STEPHEN AUSTIN AND SONS, LTD., PRINTERS, HERTFORD. 
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D. SETH-SMITH 
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List of Members 
of the 
AVICULTURAL SOCIETY 


1st JANUARY, 1959 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—ZIt is particularly requested that Members will give notice to the 
Hon. Secretary of any error in their addresses or descriptions in this List in order 
that it may be corrected. 


The date attached to each name is that of the year of election or restoration to the 





Membership. 
* Life Members. 
** Hon. Life Members. 
PRESIDENT 
1894 Setu-SmrruH, Davm, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; “‘ Brabourne,” 7 Poyle Road, 


1921 
1916 


1916 
1924 


1904 


1937 
1958 
1938 
1946 
IgII 
1943 
1937 
1928 


1952 
1956 


1956 





Guildford, Surrey. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Boosgy, E. J., F.Z.S. ; Brambletye, Keston, Kent. 

Detacour, JEAN, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; Los Angeles County Museum, 
Exposition Park, Los Angeles 7, Calif., U.S.A. 

KNosEL, Miss E. Maun, F.Z.S., M.R.I. ; 86 Regent’s Park Road, London, 
N.W. 1. 

Lewis, J. SpEDAN, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; Longstock House, Stockbridge, 
Hants. 

Sttver, ALLEN, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; Birdsacre, Llantarnam, Mon. 


HONORARY FELLOWS 

Barciay-SmitH, Miss Puytius, M.B.E., F.R.G.S., F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. ; 
51 Warwick Avenue, London, W. 9. 

BeRi10z, Professor Jacques; Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle, 
55 Rue de Buffon, Paris (V®), France. 

CRANDALL, Lee S., C.M.Z.S. ; New York Zoological Society, 185th Street 
and Southern Boulevard, New York 60, N.Y., U.S.A. 

DERSCHEID, JEAN-PiERRE, F.Z.S. ; 35 Avenue Jeanne, Brussels, Belgium. 

Guic1, Professor ALEssANDRO, C.M.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; Laboratorio di 
Zoologia Applicata Alla Caccia, Universita di Bologna, S. Giacomo 9, 
Bologna, Italy. 

Hatustrom, Sir Epwarp, F.R.Z.S., C.M.Z.S. ; 462 Willoughby Road, 
Willoughby, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia. 

Lenpon, Aan, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S., F.R.A.C.S. ; 66 Brougham Place, 
North Adelaide, South Australia. 

Wess, C. S., C.M.Z.S. ; P.O. Naro Moru, Kenya Colony. 


MEMBERS 
Assott, R.; 60 South Street, Cottingham, E. Yorks. 
AsrAHAMs, P. R. ; Clifton Tavern, 1 Stainsby Street, St. Leonards-on-Sea, 
Sussex. 
Acoou!, BaryANaTH, B.A., F.Z.S.; 8/5A., Barrackpore Trunk Road, 
Calcutta 2, India. 




































4 LIST OF MEMBERS 


1949 ApaAMsON, REGINALD Maurice, M.B.O.U.; c/o 18 Pembroke Street, 
Bedford. 


1957 Arrp, I. A. ; Barton House, Lockinge, Wantage, Berkshire. 

1953 ALBRECHT-MoLLER, J. L.; Christen Kolds Alle 1, Kastrup, Denmark. 
1944 AtpER, Epwarp ; 49 Swinburne Road, Abingdon, Berks. 

1951 ALpERSON, Mrs. H. G.; 146 Regent’s Park Road, London, N.W. 1. 
1957 Aut, Youstr Hay; Shorja Street, Khan Al-Dejaj, Baghdad, Iraq. 

1952 ALLEN, Dr.G.A.; 1328 Allen Park Drive, Salt Lake City 5, Utah, U.S.A. 


1929 ALLEN, Miss GERALDINE RussELL, O.B.E. ; Davenham Hall, Northwich, 
Cheshire. 


1925 ALLEN, M. T., M.A., F.Z.S. ; Ravenswood, 42 Watford Road, Northwood, 
Middlesex. 


1931 Atutson, N. G.; Kingsmead, Cheyham Way, Cheam, Surrey. 


1958 AtmAnpoz, Dr. Cartos; Quinta “ Giirintar ”’ Avenida Avila No. 26, 
San Bernardino, Caracas, Venezuela. 


1956 ANDERDON, G.; Henlade House, Taunton, Somerset. 


1951 ANDERSEN, Dr. C. Norpen; Jens Bangs Stenhus, Osteraa 9, Aalborg, 
Denmark. 


1923 ANDERSON, ALISTER ; 6 Charlotte Square, Edinburgh. 
1949 a A. R., F.R.H.S. ; 45 Wigorn Road, Bearwood, Smethwick 41, 
Staffs. 


1948 *ANDERSON, J. W. H.; “ Roukenglen,” 381 Musgrave Road, Durban, 
South Africa. 


1954 ANDERSON, L. ; Brunsfield, Abbotsford Road, Galashiels, Selkirk, Scotland. 
1955 ANpERSON, L. C.; 71 Upney Lane, Barking, Essex. © 

1958 Anperson, M. C.; 197 Ryan Street, Broken Hill, N.S.W., Australia. 
1956 ANDERSON, RAE V.; 4918 N. Ryland Avenue, Temple City, Calif., U.S.A. 
1958 ANpDERSON, V. R.; 127 York Street East, Ballarat, Victoria, Australia. 
1956 Anprews, R. M., Jr. ; 5 Shiba Park, Tokyo, Japan. 

1950 AppELMAN, Dr. F. J.; Boreelstraat 7, The Hague, Holland. 

1947 APPLEYARD, R.; Ixworth, Nr. Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. 

1952 Ara, Leo A.; 9 Park Mansions, Park Street, Calcutta, India. 

1956 ArmstrRoNG, J. M.; 389 Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, N. Ireland. 
1956 ArMsTRONG, R.; 10 Church Avenue, Buranda, Brisbane, Queensland, 





Australia. 

1955 Asties, F. C.; The Aviaries, Magpie Hall Road, Kingsnorth, Ashford, 
Kent. 

1958 ATTENBOROUGH, Davin, M.A., F.Z.S.,M.B.O.U. ; 5 Park Road, Richmond, 
Surrey. 


1929 AuBurn, F. W., F.Z.S. ; Willow Creek, Arkley Lane, Arkley, Herts. 


1955**BalLey, J.; 122 Hamilton Road, Golders Green, N.W. 11.: 
1956 Battey, Mrs. P. M.; Swn-y-Wylan, Borth-y-Gest, Portmadoc, N. Wales. 
1958 Bain, Joun G.; “ Craigmarloch,” Colzium, Kilsyth, Glasgow. 


1958 Baines, Tom R. ; Curator, Calgary Zoological Society, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. 


1949 *Batrp, W.G.; 109 Russell Street, Palmerston North, New Zealand. 
1957 Baker, RONALD S. ; Warooka, South Australia. 


1958 Barrack, C. H.; 4 Olga Street, Florida Ext. No. 4, Transvaal, South 
Africa. 


1904**BamrorpD, WILLIAM ; Bridgecroft, 70 Kent Road, Harrogate. 





1932 


1956 
1956 
1953 
1956 


1952 
1934 
1919 


1956 
1958 


1958 


1950 
1955 
1958 
1954 
1952 
1952 


1953 
1945 
1956 


1957 
1957 
1955 
1958 
1957 





LIST OF MEMBERS 5 
Banks, GEOFFREY ; Potters Wood, Sutton Road, Barr Beacon, Nr. Walsall, 
Staffs. 
Banks, H. ; 26 Bishopscote Road, Luton, Beds. 


Barciay, A. ; Battlehill, Huntly, Aberdeenshire. 

Barp, H.; 5 Alpha Road, Hutton, Brentwood, Essex. 

BarveELL, I. W. M.; 6 Browning Close, Fairbridge Park North, Umtali, 
Southern Rhodesia. 

Barker, W. J.; College Road, Stanthorpe, Queensland, Australia. 

Baruass, J. C. ; 9 Norfolk Road, Lytham, Lytham St. Annes, Lancs. 


BaRNARD, T. T., M.C., M.A., Ph.D., F.L.S., F.Z.S.; Furzebrook, 
Wareham, Dorset. 


Barnes, Miss J., F.Z.S. ; 32 Portsea Hall, Connaught Square, London, W. 2. 
Barnett, Mrs. ERNEST ; 1033 West 120 Street, Los Angeles 44, Calif., 
U.S.A. 


BarnicoaT, F.C. ; 207 St. Amant Street, Malvern, Johannesburg, South 
Africa. 


Barr, THomas ; Beanscroft, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire. 

Bartrop, J. A. W. ; 138 King’s Head Hill, Chingford, E. 4. 

BastTIDON, JEAN ; B.P.-go, St. Raphaél, Var, France. 

BATCHELOR, F. W., F.Z.S. ; The Dell, 37 Manor Way, Beckenham, Kent. 
Bates, C. ; Norton Cottage, Peter Lane, Warley, Halifax, Yorks. 


Bates, H. J.; Palos Verdes Bird Farm, 4146 Pacific Coast Highway, 
Walteria, California, U.S.A. 


Batu, P. C., F.Z.S. ; Roxton Park, Roxton, Beds. 

Baty, I.; 53 North Road, Ponteland, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Baxter, Miss Evetyn V., LL.D., F.R.S.E., M.B.O.U.; The Grove, 
Upper Largo, Fife, Scotland. 

Baxter, M. C. ; Hatch End, Ham Street, Ham, Surrey. 

Bayntun, F.S. ; 52 Woodbourne Avenue, Streatham, London, S.W. 16. 

Bean, D. ; 46 Argyll Street, Corby, Northants. 

BepincriELp, H. N.; The Staithe, Stalham, Norfolk. 

Beecrort, D. W. ; 257 Grandstand Road, Hereford. 


1923**BEEVER, G. ; 61 Longley Road, Huddersfield. 


1956 
1926 
1948 
1952 
1951 
1957 


1954 


Bewrent, F. W.; No. 2. Line, R.D., Wanganui, New Zealand. 

Bett, W. Dennis; Sloelands Farm, Chesham, Bucks. 

Betiars, C. G. ; 55 Riley Road, Overport, Durban, South Africa. 
Benepict, Burton, Ph.D.; The London School of Economics and 


Political Science, University of London, Houghton Street, Aldwych, 
London, W.C. 2. 

BenneTT, CitvE; 2 Henry Street, off Viaduct Street, Ardwick, 
Manchester 11. 

BENNETT, J. Stuart, O.B.E., M.I.B.E., M.I.M.E.; 1 Cadogan Lane, 
Pont Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Benviz, Capt., D. M.; Heughhead, Friockheim, By Arbroath, Angus, 
Scotland. 


1906**BERESFORD-WesB, G. M.; Norbryght, South Godstone, Surrey. 


1955 
1954 
1957 
1956 
1955 
1921 


BERGMAN, STEN, D.Sc. ; R6nninge per Stockholm, Sweden. 
Berxouwer, A.; Eendenkooi, Bakkerswaal, Lekkerkerk, Holland. 
BERLIN, JACK ; 2907 W. Colorado Blvd., Los Angeles 4, Calif., U.S.A. 
Berrow, D.; 49 Englestede Close, Handsworth Wood, Birmingham 20. 
Berry, N. A.; Parattah, Tasmania, Australia. 

Best, C. ; Westminster Bank House, Kirkgate, Newark, Notts. 








1952 
1953 
1955 
1956 


1939 


1952 
1957 


1957 
1958 


1945 
1954 


1956 
1952 


1948 


1950 
1952 
1956 
1958 


1957 


1937 
1956 
195! 
1956 
1946 


1956 


1956 
1949 
1940 
1957 
1958 
1958 
1956 
1958 
1957 
1951 
1950 
1951 
1956 
1956 
1957 


LIST OF MEMBERS 


Bettison, L. J.; R. R. No. 2, Oliver, B.C., Canada. 

BEuLCKE, MARCEL ; 54 Jan Breijdellaan, Kortrijk, Belgium. 

Bevincton, Mrs. D.; Gallowbrook, St. Neots, Hunts. 

eae ee E., Jr. ; 117 South Layton Drive, Los Angeles 49, Calif., 


*BHAVNAGAR, RAO. SHRI DHARMAKUMARSINHJI OF, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; Dil 
Bahar, Bhavnagar, Saurashtra, India. 


BIALLOsTERSKI, W. ; Roos en Beeklaan 32, Santpoort, Holland. 


Bice, CLaupe W., Ph.D.; R. T. French Co., 1 Mustard Street, Rochester 
9, N.Y., U.S.A. 


Bititmer, J. A., C.B.E. ; Westbrook, Elstead, Godalming, Surrey. 


Binks, ARTHUR SYDNEY; 20 Weston Avenue, Queensbury, Bradford, 
Yorks. 

Bircw, P. A., F.Z.S.; “ Avian Vale,” Dodford, Nr. Bromsgrove, 
Worcs. 

BircHa.t, Mrs. E. J. ; “Sundown,” Storrs Park, Bowness-on-Windermere, 
Westmorland. 


Birp, Rosert ; 60 McKenzie Street, Leichhardt, N.S.W., Australia. 


Birp, W., F.R.P.S., F.1.B.P. ; The Coach House, 54 Gwendolen Avenue, 
Putney, S.W.15. 


Brrrevt, Mrs. J. Dauziet; Christmas Cottage, Brick Kiln Common, 
Wisborough Green, Sussex. 


Birties, ALBERT ; 169 Royds Street, Rochdale, Lancs. 
Biaauw, A. F. H., O.B.E.; “ de Wissel,” Rysbergen (N.-B.), Holland. 
Brack, F. ; 95 Woodlands Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham 11. 


BiakE, Miss PAMELA A. ; 98 Von Brandis Street, Krugersdorp, Transvaal, 
South Africa. 


BLAKELY, RONALD ; Lincoln Park Zoo, 100 W. Webster, Chicago 14, IIl., 
U.S.A. 


Buianp, W. P., F.Z.S. ; 3 Station Approach, Meols, Hoylake, Cheshire. 
*Bioop, Dr. Benjamin D. ; Burgos 730, Azul, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Broom, R. T. ; The North of England Zoological Society, Chester. 

Bium, A. J. ; P.O. Box 114, Mt. Healthy, Cincinnati 31, Ohio, U.S.A. 


Biytue, Hy.ton, F.Z.S.; “‘ Bay View,” 7 Clieveden Road, Thorpe Bay, 
Essex. 


Botton, A. W., F.Z.S. ; St. Frederick, King’s Road, Chalfont St. Giles, 
Bucks. 


Bonn, F. ; Mountway Road, Bishops Hull, Taunton, Somerset. 
*BonnER, Miss Kay ; 61 Chase Road, Oakwood, London, N. 14. 
Bonny, J. W.; Springfield, 166 Whitegate Drive, Blackpool, Lancs. 
Bootn, J. ; 15 Brookside Crescent, Middleton Junction, Nr. Manchester. 
Bostock, GitBert H. ; Stanley House, Spot Acre, Stone, Staffs. 
BourkKE, JAMES J. ; 20 Bertram Street, Burwood E.13, Victoria, Australia. 
Bouts, Witty H. ; Biesterweg 84, Eindhoven, Holland. 

Bowman, P. ; Sunderlandwick, Driffield, Yorks. 

Bowman, W. R. ; 266 Yardley Wood Road, Birmingham 13. 

BrapD.ey, R. H.; 13 Waubesa Street, Madison 4, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 
Brain, WILLIAM, F.Z.S. ; Haynes, 30 Rushworth Road, Reigate, Surrey. 
Brat.ey, G. W.; 39 Westfield Avenue, Pontefract, Yorks. 

BreARLEY, A. R. ; 30 Cambridge Street, St. Neots, Hunts. 
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Rules of the Avicultural Society 


Last amended, 8th September, 1958. 


1.—The name of the Society shall be THe AvicuttrurAt Society, and its 
object shall be the study of British and foreign birds in freedom and in captivity. 
Poultry, domestic Pigeons, and Canaries shall be outside the scope of the Society. 
The year of the Society, with that of each volume of the Society’s Magazine, which 
shall be known as the AvicuULTURAL MaGazing, shall commence with the month 
of January and end on the 31st December following. 


2.—The Avicultural Society shall consist of Ordinary, Life, Honorary Life 
Members, and Honorary Fellows, and the last shall be restricted in number to 
ten, and be elected by the Council. 


3.-—The Officers of the Society shall be elected, annually if necessary, by 
Members of the Council in the manner hereinafter provided, and shall consist of 
a President, one or more Vice-Presidents, a Secretary-Treasurer, an Assistant 
Secretary, an Editor, and a Council of fifteen Members. The President, Vice- 
Presidents, Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor shall be ex officio 
Members of the Council. 


4-—New Members shall be proposed in writing, and the name and address 
of every person thus proposed, with the name of the Member proposing him 
shall be published in the next issue of the Magazine. Unless the candidate shall 
within two weeks after the publication of his name in the Magazine, be objected 
to by at least two Members, he shall be deemed to be duly elected. If five 
Members shall lodge with the Secretary objections to any candidate he shall not 
be elected, but the signatures to the signed objections must be verified by the 
Scrutineer. If two or more Members shall object to any candidate the name 
of such candidate shall be brought before the Council at their next meeting, 
and the Council shall have power to elect or to disqualify him from election. 


5-—Each Member shall pay an annual subscription of £1, to be due and 
payable in advance on the 1st of January in each year; and, on payment of 
the subscription shall be entitled to receive all the numbers of the Society’s 
Magazine for the current year. Life Member’s fee, £15. 


6.—Members intending to resign their membership at the end of the 
current year of the Society are expected to give notice to the Secretary before 
the 1st of December, so that their names may not be included in the “ List of 
Members”, which shall be published annually in the January number of the 
Magazine. 
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7.—The Magazine of the Society shall be issued on or about the first day of 
every month, and forwarded, post free, to all the Members who shall have paid their 
subscriptions for the year; but no Magazine shall be sent or delivered to any Member 
until the annual subscription shall have reached the hands of the Secretary-Treasurer. 
Members whose subscriptions shall not have been paid as above by the 
first day in November in any year shall cease to be Members of the Society, 
but may be readmitted, at the discretion of the Council, on payment of the 
annual subscription. 


8.—The President, Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor 
shall be elected for a term of five years, and, should a vacancy occur, it may be 
temporarily filled by the Executive Committee (see Rule 10). At the expiration 
of the term of five years in every case it shall be competent for the Council to 
nominate the same officer, or another Member, for a further term of five years, 
unless a second candidate be proposed by not less than twenty-five Members of 
at least two years’ standing, as set forth below. 

In the November number of the Magazine preceding the retirement from 
office of the President, Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor, the 
Council shall publish the names of those members whom they have nominated to 
fill the vacancies thus created ; and these Members shall be deemed duly elected 
unless another candidate or candidates be proposed by not less than fifteen Members 
of at least two years’ standing. Such proposal, duly seconded and containing the 
written consent of the nominee to serve, if elected, in the capacity for which he is 
proposed, must reach the Secretary on or before the 15th of November. 


9.—The Members of the Council shall retire by rotation, three at the end of 
each year of the Society (unless a vacancy or vacancies shall occur otherwise) and 
three other Members of the Society shall be recommended by the Council to take 
the place of those retiring. The names of the three Members recommended shall 
be printed in the November number of the AvicuLTuRAL Macazine. Should the 
Council’s selection be objected to by fifteen or more Members, these shall have 
power to put forward three other candidates, whose names, together with the 
signatures of not less than fifteen Members proposing them, must reach the 
Secretary by the 15th of November. The names of the six candidates will 
then be printed on a voting paper and sent to each Member with the December 
number of the Magazine, and the result of the voting published in the January 
issue. Should no alternative candidates be put forward, in the manner and by the 
date above specified, the three candidates recommended by the Council shall be 
deemed to have been duly elected. In the event of an equality of votes the 
President shall have a casting vote. 

If any Member of the Council does not attend a meeting for two years in 
succession the Council shall have power to elect another Member in his place. 


10.—Immediately after the election of the Council that body shall proceed 
to elect three from its Members. These three, together with the Secretary- 
Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor, shall form a Committee known as the 
Executive Committee. 

The duties of the Executive Committee shall be as follows :— 

(i) In the event of the resignation of any of the Officers during the Society’s 
year, to fill temporarily the vacancy until the end of the year. In the case of the 
office being one which is held for more than one year (e.g. Secretary-Treasurer, 
Assistant Secretary, or Editor) the appointment shall be confirmed by the Council 
at its next meeting. 
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(ii) To act for the Council in the decision of any other matter that may 
arise in connection with the business of the Society. 


The decision of any matter by the Executive to be settled by a simple 
majority (three to form a quorum). In the event of a tie on any question, such 
question shall be forthwith submitted by letter to the Council for their decision. 


The Executive shall not have power 
(i) To add to or alter the Rules ; 
(ii) To expel any Member ; 
(iii) To re-elect the Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, or Editor 
for a second term of office. 


It shall not be lawful for the Treasurer to pay any account exceeding 
£10 unless such account be duly sanctioned by another Member of the Executive. 


It shall be lawful for the Secretary-Treasurer or Editor to pledge the 
Society’s credit for a sum not exceeding £100. 

Should a Member wish any matter to be brought before the Council direct 
such matter should be sent to the Secretary with a letter stating that it is to be 
brought before the Council at their next meeting, otherwise communications will 
in the first place be brought before the Executive. 


A decision of a majority of the Council, or a majority of the Executive 
endorsed by the Council, shall be final and conclusive in all matters. 


11.—The Editor shall have an absolute discretion as to what matter shall 
be published in the Magazine (subject to the control of the Executive Committee). 
The Secretary and Editor shall respectively refer all matters of doubt and difficulty 
to the Executive Committee. 


12.—The Council (but not a committee of the Council) shall have power to 
alter and add to the Rules, from time to time, in any manner they may think 
fit. Five to form a quorum at any meeting of the Council. 


13.—The Council shall have power to expel any Member from the Society 
at any time without assigning any reason. 
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The Society’s Medal 


(Instituted rst November, 1896) 





RULES 


The Medal may be awarded at the discretion of the Council to any 
Member who shall succeed in breeding, in the United Kingdom, any species of 
bird which shall not, in the opinion of the Council, be known to have been 
previously bred in captivity in Great Britain or Northern Ireland. Any Member 
wishing to obtain the Medal must send a detailed account for publication in the 
Magazine within about eight weeks from the date of hatching of the young, and 
furnish such evidence of the facts as the Council may require. The Medal will 
be awarded only in cases where the young shall live to be old enough to feed 
themselves, and to be wholly independent of their parents. The question of 
awarding a Medal for the breeding of local races or sub-species of species that 
have already been bred shall be at the discretion of the Council. No Medal can 
be given for the breeding of hybrids. 

The account of the breeding must be reasonably full so as to afford 
instruction to our Members, and must appear in the AvicuLTURAL MAGAZINE 
before it is published or notified elsewhere. It should describe the plumage of 
the young, and be of value as a permanent record of the nesting and general habits of the 
species. These points will have great weight when the question of awarding the 
Medal is under consideration. 

In every case the decision of the Council shall be final. 


The Medal will be forwarded to each Member as soon after it shall have 
been awarded as possible. 


The Medal is struck in bronze (but the Council reserve the right to issue 
it in silver in very special cases) and measures 2} inches in diameter. It bears on 
the obverse a representation of two birds with a nest containing eggs, and the 
words “ The Avicultural Society—founded 1894”. On the reverse is the following 
nscription : ‘‘ Awarded to [name of recipient] for rearing the young of [name of 
Species], a species not previously bred in captivity in the United Kingdom.” 
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COMPARATIVE STUDIES ON THE 
BEHAVIOUR OF THE ANATINAE 
By 
DR. KONRAD LORENZ 


Price 5/6 post free 


STUDIES ON GREAT CRESTED 
GREBES 


By 
K. E. L. SIMMONS 


Price 5/6 post free 


PUBLISHED BY 
THE AVICULTURAL SOCIETY 
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RETAIN THE 
COLOUR IN 
RED YOUR BIRDS 


BY USING THE NEW LIQUID COLOUR FOOD - 


“SUrACOL” 


SENSATIONAL RESULTS 








See report of Olympia Show, “Cage Birds,” of the 
improved colour to Mr. Sawyer’s Scarlet Cock-o-the-Rock, 
colour fed with “ SUPACOL” 

1 oz. size, 460 drops, 4/9. — 2 oz. size, 920 drops, 8/6. 
Post paid. 





For RARE BIRDS 


AND THE CELEBRATED 


STIMULITE 


REG. TRADE MARK 
BIRD FOODS 


ConsuLT— 


P. BH. BASTINGS 
182 SULTAN ROAD 


PORTSMOUTH 
"PHONE 21582 

































When Visiting the 


COTSWOLDS 
AVICULTURISTS ARE WELCOME 


Set in the charm of an 
old English Garden at 
the lovely Village of 


BOURTON-ON-THE- WATER 
















LAINGS 


SELECTED REARWELL 


THE NEW BIRD SEED SERVICE FOR BREEDERS. A SERVICE WITH 

SIX STAR FEATURES BACKED BY LARGE-SCALE ORGANIZATION 

POSSESSING MANY OLD-ESTABLISHED AND POWERFUL TRADING 
CONNECTIONS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 


THE SIX-STAR SERVICE... 
af PRICE FAIRNESS TO CUSTOMERS. 








$e ADVICE BUREAU. Free Expert 


Advice, Illnesses of Cage Birds, 
etc. Among our consultants who 
are at your disposal for free 
advice is Mr. Alf Martin, well- 
known judge and authority on 
British and foreign birds. National 
winner with over 1,000 other 
firsts. 


je SUPERLATIVE CLEANLINESS. Our 
seed is cleaned by modern 
machinery incorporating the 
newest engineering features to 
ensure that the seed you buy 
from us is the cleanest possible. 


je LABORATORY TESTING. Our 
laboratories are constantly testing 
seed for nutritive content—seek- 
ing to give you even better seed 
and more-balanced foods for your 
birds. 


JAS. LAING SON 
& COMPANY 
(Manchester) LTD. 


Our superlative seed is sold to 
you at competitive prices and 
carriage saving by ordering larger 
quantities is passed back to you. 


ie SAME DAY DESPATCH. Our works 
in Trafford Park, Manchester, are 
ideally situated for the speediest 
delivery. 


se GUARANTEE OF COMPLETE SATIS- 
FACTION. Every delivery carries 
with it our guarantee that if you 
are not completely satisfied, 


money will be refunded in full 
provided we are advised within 14 
days of despatch. 








CHAMPION BREEDING 
NEEDS CHAMPION FEEDING 
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ASHBURTON ROAD, TRAFFORD PARK, MANCHESTER [7 


Telephone : 
TRAfford Park 3451 (10 lines). 


Telegrams : 
** TINCTA ”’, Manchester. 
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BOOKS ® xo avcun 

AND AVICULTURE 
Avicultural Magazines—various bound volumes and parts. Bird Notes 
(the old Foreign Bird Club magazine), complete set of 23 — 
also odd bound volumes and parts. Foreign Birds, various a 
various volumes. The Foreigner, Volumes I to V, also parts. eichenow : 
he ag (Parrots), 33 coloured plates of 257 figures. Stuart-Baker : 
Indian Pigeons and Doves; Indian Ducks ; Game Birds of India, Burma, 
and Ceylon; many coloured plates ; Birds of India (Fauna of British 
India), 8 volumes, also Cuckoo Problems. Butler: Foreign Finches in 
Captivity, first edition, 60 hand-coloured plates, also second edition ; 
Birds of Great Britain and Ireland, 2 volumes, 115 coloure caged yw Se also 
How to Sex Cage Birds. Cox and Harding: Coursing 
Verner: My Life among the Wild Birds of Spain. Crawshay : en a of 
Tierra del Fuego, 21 hand-coloured plates. Frogatt: Some Useful 
Australian Birds. Leach: An Australian Bird Book, new edition. 
Hudson: Birds of La Plata, 2 volumes, 22 coloured plates. 

Iredale: Birds of Paradise and Bower Birds, also Birds of New Guinea, 
2 volumes, many coloured plates. Murphy: Oceanic Birds of South 
America, also Bird Islands of Peru. Nicoll’s Birds of Egypt, two volumes. 
Priest: Birds of Southern Rhodesia, 4 volumes, 40 coloured plates. 
Bannerman: Birds of Tropical West Africa, 8 volumes, also odd volumes 
2 to 8; Birds of West and Equatorial Africa, 2 volumes, also Birds of 
Cyprus. Archer : Birds of Somaliland, 2 volumes. Witherby : Handbook 
of British Birds, 5 volumes, also various volumes and parts of British 
Birds. Whistler : Handbook of Indian Birds. Cayley: What Bird is 
That ?—Australian Birds. Barrett: Parrots of Australasia. Salim Ali: 
Indian Hill Birds, Indian Book of Birds, also The Birds of Kutch. Roberts : 
Birds of South Africa—new edition. Dresser: Manual of Palaearctic 
Birds, 2 volumes. Evans: Birds (original edition of Cambridge Natural 
History). Taka-Tsukasa: The Birds of Nippon. Robinson and Chasen : 
Birds of the Malay Peninsula, volumes I, II, and IV. Hachisuka: Birds 
of the Philippine Islands, 2 volumes. Audubon: The Birds of America, 
1937, with 500 coloured plates. 

Adams: The Smaller British Birds. British Museum, Catalogue of 
Birds—various volumes. Boosey: Foreign Bird Keeping, also Parrots, 
Cockatoos and Macaws. Broinowski: The Birds of Australia, 6 volumes. 
Benson and White: Check-list of the Birds of Northern Rhodesia. 
Bannerman: The Birds of the British Isles, 7 volumes. Duke of Bedford : 
Parrots and Parrot-like Birds. Belcher: The Birds of Nyasaland. 
Blakeston, Swaysland and Wiener: The Illustrated Book of Canaries 
and Cage Birds (British and Foreign). Delacour: The Waterfowl 
of the World, 2 volumes. Emperor Frederick II: The Art of Falconry, 
1955. Finsch: Die Papageien, 2 volumes. Hume and Marshall: The 
Game Birds of India, Burmah, and > 3 volumes. Delacour: The 
Pheasants of the World. WHenry: A Guide to the Birds of Ceylon. 
Hopkinson: Records of Birds bred in Captivity. Jackson: The Birds of 
Kenya, 3 volumes. Kiyosu: The Birds of Japan, 3 volumes. Laidlay 
Ornamental Waterfowl. Millais: The Natural History of British ame 
a Mackworth-Praed and Grant: African Hi k of Birds, 

volumes. 





Apply for all your book requirements on birds to : 


W. B. FROSTICK 


26, MINSTER PRECINCTS :: PETERBOROUGH 
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KESTON FOREIGN BIRD 
FARM LTD. 


BRAMBLETYE, KESTON, KENT. 


(Established 1927) 
Phone: Farnboro’ Kent 52351. Station: Bromley South. 


The only Farm of its kind in the world and the premier breeders 
in captivity of the Grey Parrot, Blue-fronted Amazon Parrot, 
Cuban Amazon Parrot, Splendid Grass Parrakeet, Varied Lorikeet, 
Chestnut and Black Warbling Finch, Senegal Parrot, Talking Hill 
Mynah, and Grenadier Waxbill. First breeders in Europe of the 
Silver Zebra Finch and Chestnut-flanked White Zebra Finch and 
originators of the Yellow Redrump and the Rainbow and Golden- 
faced Rainbow Budgerigars. 


Young Keston Aviary-bred African Grey, Amazon and 
Senegal Parrots. 

Lovebirds. Talking Hill Mynahs. Insectivorous Species. 
Young Keston Aviary-bred Australian Parrakeets and 
Cockatoos. 

Budgerigars in all colours. 
Rare and Exotic Birds from all over the world are available 
during the season. 
Australian Finches in variety. African Weavers, Whydahs, 
and Waxbills. 


Easy Terms are available. Write for monthly lists. 





Our farm is open to customers only from 9.30 a.m.—4.30 p.m. 
weekdays (closed 1 p.m.—2 p.m.). Saturday mornings 9.30 a.m.— 
12.30 p.m., other times by appointment. Green Line Coach 705 
from Victoria passes the gate. Book to Heathfield Road, Keston. 
Walk along in the same direction as the ’bus goes for about 300 
yards and take the first turning on the right. 
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RELIABILITY 


EXPERTS CHOICE 


VIT-MIN rf 1/4, 3/9, 12}- 
Liquid) 3/6, | 
The Supreme supplement—rich in a 
essential vitamins, minerals and protein. 
——— use Hm wou vigorous health, 
reases re nce to disease and 
BUILDS FINE "STURDY BIRDS. 
BIRD TONIC _2/-, 3/6, 10/- 
Unexcelled pick-me-up. A fine Tonic 
when Breeding, Moulting and Showing. 
AVOL (Liquid) 1/10, 3/3 
AVEX (Powder) 1/10, 3/3 
Both for Enteritis, Diarrhcea, Looseness, 
Sickness, Indigestion, Acidity, etc. 
MOULTONE 1/6, 3/6 
A special tonic for birds in the moult. 
Restores vitality. Aids feather growth. 
A.B.C. MIXTURE 1/6, 3/6 


For relief of Asthma, Bronchitis, Colds. 


PEK-SPRAY 2/-, 5/- 
Stops feather plucking in cage birds. 
Safe for chicks. Harmless to eyes. Ready- 
for-use in plastic spray bottle. 
SCALY-CREAM 1/6, 2/6 
Certain cure for scaly face and scaly leg. 
In polythene applicator tube. 
SPRAY-PEST 1/3, 2/-, 8/- 
Powerful destroyer of RED MITE. For 
Birdrooms, cages, perches, etc. 
RID-MITE 1/-, 2/6 


The safe and efficient Insect Powder. 


PLUME-SPRAY 1/3, 2/-, 8/- 


Produces lovely ‘‘sheen’’. Repels 
insects. For regular use in spray or bath. 
SHAMPEX 1/10, 3/3 


Super shampoo specially for cage birds. 
Ideal for spraying and handwashing. 


From your Seed Dealer 


Johnson’s Vet. Products, Ltd. 
Sutton Coldfield, Warwicks. 




















Recent Books 


J. J. YEALLAND 
CAGE BIRDS IN COLOUR 


The author supplies authoritative text to a book brilliantly illustrated 
with 64 plates in colour depicting over 150 birds. 9s. 6d. net. 








A. A. JOHNSON and W. H. PAyn 
ORNAMENTAL WATERFOWL 


A valuable guide to their care and breeding. 21s. net. 





We would be glad to send you a prospectus describing 
** Witherby’s Sound-Guide to British Birds.” 


WITHERBY, 5 Warwick Court, London, W:C: | 








Catalog ue 
on 


request 


WHELDON & WESLEY LTD. 
LYTTON LODGE, CODICOTE, 
Nr. HITCHIN, HERTS. 
Telephone : CopicoTEe 370. 





























P 


luis SPECIAL SOFTBILL BIRD FOODS 


The firm of P. Sluis was originally established at a small shop and factory 
in Amsterdam, in 1823, by the great-grandfather of the present Piet Sluis, 
and is believed to be the oldest established firm of Specialist Birdfood 
Manufacturers in the world. ‘They were certainly the originators of 
the complete ready to use Special Birdfoods, which are obtainable in no 
less than thirty different countries in the world to-day, and which, 
although often imitated, have never yet been equalled. 


“Greenstuff” for birds 


All birds need a daily allowance of “‘ Greenstuff ”, a new P. Sluis product 
consisting of the choicest dehydrated Dutch vegetables and salads, 
including carrots, lettuce, and spinach. ‘“ Greenstuff” contains the 
essential vitamins of fresh green food, and should be given to both 
softbills as well as hardbills. It should be mixed with their normal food. 
** Greenstuff ” saves you the trouble of hunting for fresh greenfood 
for your birds—always difficult in winter. 


Packed in airtight polythene bags at 1s., and obtainable at all P. SLUIS’ 
Stockists. If unable to obtain locally, we shall be pleased to send you 
a packet for 1s. 3d. post paid, or ls. if ordered with other goods. 


Suis Shis 











“ UNIVERSAL ” ** INSECTIVOROUS ” 
(Yellow packet) for Thrushes, (Red packet) for Wagtails, Red- 
Blackbirds, Starlings, Pekin starts, Shamas, Nightingales, 


Robins, Mynahs, Bulbuls, etc. 
4 Ib. pkt. 2s. 4d. 1 Ib. 4s. 


7s. 9d. 
34 lb. bag 12s. 6d. 7 lb. 23s. 9d. 
28 Ib. 85s. 


Robins, Flycatchers, etc. 

+ Ib. pkt. 3s. 6d. 1 Ib. 6s. 6d. 
2 Ib. 12s. 9d. 

3} lb. bag 21s. 9d. 7 lb. 39s. 9d. 
28 Ib. 154s. 


Above prices include postage or carriage. 


MEALWORMS 


We are pleased to report that the 
supply position has improved, and 
we are once again able to give our 
well-known quality and service. 

20z. 4s.6d. 40z. 7s. 6d. 

8 oz. 12s. 6d. 16 oz. 22s. 6d. 
Original boxes as imported :— 

3} lb. 60s. 64 Ib. 115s. 


MAGGOTS 
Our maggots are the best feeding 
quality, thoroughly recleaned and 
packed in bran. No mess or smell. 
2 0z. 3s.4d. 402. 4s. 6d. 
8 oz. 7s. 16 oz. 12s. 6d. 


Net weight guaranteed. 


E. W. COOMBS, LTD. 


WOODLANDS, WALDERSLADE ROAD, CHATHAM, KENT. 


Phone: Bluebell Hill 268. 


*Grams: Avicult-Chatham. 











CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 


Russeri Aruto, Monroe High School, Monroe, Michigan, U.S.A. Proposed ‘by 
Miss P. Barclay-Smith. 


Homer M. BALL, 3400 Whittier Blvd., Los Angeles 23, Calif., U.S.A. Proposed. by 
A. A, Prestwich. 


Frank Q,. Barong, Television Service Co. of Cuba, S.A., P.O. Box 2173, Habana, 
Cuba. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 


Frank Cape, Main Road, Mount Macedon, Victoria, Australia. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 


Joun P. Curtis, “ Sunraker,” View Road, Lyme Regis, Dorset. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 


R. W. Drury, “ Oakfields,” Stapleford Abbotts, Essex. Proposed by C. H. Wastell. 
Pau. Epwarps, 26 Kings Avenue, Stone, Staffs. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 


Mrs. V. Exstrom, 8739 Thermal Street, Oakland 5, Calif., U.S.A. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 


Joun H. Extis, 2492 Newfield Road, Torrington, Conn., U.S.A. Proposed by 
A. A. Prestwich. 

Cuarues Fava, M.D., 65 Cathedral Street, Sliema, Malta. Proposed by Miss K. 
Bonner. 


Mrs. G. Grosvenor, Saighton Grange, Saighton, Nr. Chester. Proposed by F. 
Mosford. 


Joun Harrison, 50a Springside Avenue, Walkden, Manchester, Lancs. Proposed 
by Miss K. Bonner. 


as hae gpl Hu, “ Birdland,” Bourton-on-the-Water, Glos. Proposed by 
. W. Hill. 


Gorpon Hinpmarsu, Box 498, P.O. Mildura, Victoria, Australia. Proposed by 
A. A. Prestwich. 


Tuomas W. Ho.per, 12 Wickham Road, Camberley, Surrey. Proposed by Miss K. 
Bonner. 


“eos Hoop, 651 Old Mill Road, Pasadena 9, Calif., U.S.A. Proposed by Otis 
Wade. 


G. W. Humpurey, Wyndham Park, Cromer. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 


Mrs. AtysE Murry JoHNson, 1407 S.E. 27th Street, Apt. 4, Portland 14, Oregon, 
U.S.A. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 


Jack M. Krracore, Lakeview Waterfowl, Boiling Springs, Penna., U.S.A. Proposed 
by A. A. Prestwich. 


Leste J. Lawrence, Halton Road, Dandenong, Australia. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich. 


James E. LEBtonp, 43 Half Moon Lane, Herne Hill, S.E. 24. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich. 


Brian J. Lepp1n, 57 Sailor’s Gully Road, Eaglehawk, Victoria, Australia. Proposed 
by A. A. Prestwich. 


Witu1am W. Lemsure, Cairo, Nebraska, U.S.A. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 


Hersert F, Y. Lrv, 1840 Lusitana Street, Honolulu 13, Hawaii. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 


A. R. Macuapo, No. 50 gth Street, Linden, Johannesburg, South Africa. Proposed 
by A. A. Prestwich. 


Epwarp J. Maruska, 3440 South St. Louis Avenue, Chicago 23, IIl., U.S.A. 
Proposed by R. L. Blakely. 


ANDREW Murr, Jr., 10 Cotton Street, Castle Douglas, Kirkcudbrightshire, Scotland. 
Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 


Joun J. HeatH Murray, Orchard House, Aston Tirrold, Berks. Proposed by F. 
Mosford. 





